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Foreword

This code of practice has been prepared under the direction
of the Farm and Horticultural Buildings Standards Com-
mittee, It is recognized that owing to the special charac-
teristics of agricultural buildings and structures there is a
need for a comprehensive document to assist the designers,
manufacturers, builders and users of such buildings and

constructions. This revision supersedes BS 5502 :
Section 1.0 : 1978 which is withdrawn,

The code is divided into three Parts, Part 1 ‘General con-

siderations’ deals with design, loading and materials.

Part 2 ‘Special considerations' identifies the various types
of building used by the agricultural industry, defines for

each particular type the functional and user requirements
and deals with special considerations. Part 3 ‘Appendices’

contains details of relevant legislation, data relating to

materials and the farm environment and other reference

data.

Each Part of BS 5502 is divided into a series of Sections
that are published separately in order to facilitate updating.

Concurrent with the publication of this revision of

BS 5502 : Section 1.0 the following actions were taken.

Sections 1.5, 2.2, 3.2, 3.5 and 3.8 were amended,

Sections 1.1, 1.3, 1.4, 1.6, 3.1, 3.6, and 3.12 were revised.

Sections 3.4, 3.7, 3.9 and 3.10 were withdrawn,
Section 1.7 was confirmed,

BS 5502 : Section 1.4 : 1978 gave recommendations for
insulation of agricultural buildings. BS 55602 : Section 1.4 :
1986 has been retitled Energy and gives recommendations
for energy sources and energy conservation. The information
in the previous Section 1.4 on thermal insulation materials
and installation has been transferred to Section 1.1 and on

sound has been transferred to Section 1.6.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself
confer immunity from legal obligations.
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Introduction

1 Scope

This code of practice gives recommendations for the
design and construction of, and provision of services to,
agricultural® buildings and structures. It includes buildings
for the storage of agricultural produce and animal feeding
stuffs and ancillary buildings such as implement sheds,
workshops, fuel storage and the storage and treatment of
agricultural waste and by-products. Food processing
buildings are excluded.

Buildings are classified for design on the concept of a
notional life (see table 1 of BS 5502 : Section 1.1 : 1986),
with reasonable maintenance of the structure and of the
external envelope (see 10.1.1 of BS 5502 : Section 1.2 :
1980).

All the recommendations and requirements of British
Standard codes of practice and specifications, so far as
they apply, are to be read in conjunction with this code.
References are given, where applicable, to these and other
official publications of Government departments and the
Building Regulations in England, Wales and Northern
Ireland. In Scotland the Building Standards (Scotland)
Regulations apply, of which in Schedule 4 ‘Exempted
Classes of Buildings’, Class 1 refers to buildings erected on
agricultural land.

2 Definitions

For the purposes of this Section of BS 6502 the following
definitions apply.
2.1 farm buildings

(1) The farmstead, comprising the main working
buildings, yards and roadways adjacent thereto.

(2} Outlying buildings for special purposes.

2.2 market garden. A holding on which flowers, fruit and
vegetables are grown to maturity for the market.

2.3 nursery. A holding on which plants are raised.
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3 List of published and withdrawn sections
included in BS 5502 : Parts 1, 2and 3

Part 1. General considerations

1.0 Introduction

Materials

Design, construction and loading
Fire protection

Energy

Services

Human and animal welfare
Infestation
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Part 2. Special considerations

2.1 General design and planning

2.2 Livestock buildings

2.3 Storage, conditioning and processing buildings
2.4 Crop production buildings

2.5 Service buildings

Part 3. Appendices: Legislation, technical data-
and references

3.1 Legislation

3.2 Reference data: roof and wall sheeting and durability
of materials

3.3 Relevant standards

3.4 Water requirements (withdrawn)

3.5 Reference data: environment

3.6 Reference data: space

3.7 Checklist of attributes of new materials (withdrawn)

3.8 Dimensional coordination

3.9 Accuracy of building dimensions {withdrawn)

3.10 Biological data: pests and infestation (withdrawn)

3.11 External colours for farm buildings

3.12 Sources of information
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*Agriculture’ and ‘agricultural’ are as defined in the Town and Country Planning Act 1971 Section 290(1). The 'termis'inchude Horticultdre!
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