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[Infestation]
UDC 631.2: 624.04 : 69,04 : 72.011

British Standard Code of practice for

Design of buildings and structures for agriculture

Part 1. General considerations
Section 1.7. Infestation

Code de bonne pratique pour le dessin des batiments et structures agricoles

Partie 1. Considérations générales
Section 1.7. Infestation

Richtlinie fiir Entwurf von Gebduden und Bauten der Landwirtschaft

Teil 1. Allgemeine Erwdgungen
Abschnitt 1.7. Heimsuchung

IMPORTANT NOTE. It is essential that this Section be read in conjunction with the information in the ‘Introduction’ to

BS 5502 : Part 1, which is published separately.

1. Rats, mice and birds

1.1 Site precautions prior to commencement of
construction. Potential harbourages found on the site
should be filled with sound, hard and well compacted
material and any noxious waste found in disused cesspits
or other patches of soft earth should be removed and the
cavities filled as described above.

Disused drains, sewers and water pipes should be
disconnected and sealed by filling solid as provided for in
sections 19 and 29 of the Public Health Act, 1961.

1.2 Site precautions during the construction period.'
Precautions should be taken to prevent rats and mice
taking refuge in, around and beneath temporary structures,
particularly where food is available, e.g. in mess huts and
kitchens.

1.3 Constructional precautions. Pipes and ducts passing
through foundation and walls below or near ground level
should have openings sealed against vermin.

Oversite concrete and concrete floors at or below ground
level should join the enclosing wall and any pipes, ducts,
etc. passing through the concrete should be sealed into
the surface.

Open ends of sewers, drains, ducts and downpipes should
be temporarily sealed during the construction period
until they are brought into use.

Manhole covers should be kept in position except when
work is being carried out below.

Where practicable, back inlet gullies and waste receivers
should be used.

If the openings in grids and air bricks in outside walls
exceed 6 mm x 6 mm they should be protected on the
outside with wire mesh having openings not exceeding
6 mm x 6 mm.

Where it is necessary to prevent birds entering grain
stores, etc., all ventilation openings should be protected
with-wi i i bxceeding
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This code of practice represents a standard of good practice. Compliance with it does not confer immunity from relevant legal requirements,

including regulations and byelaws.
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2. Insects (beetles, cockroaches, moths, etc.)

Some farm crops in storage are liable to infestation by
insect pests, and where conditions of temperature and
humidity favour rapid reproduction of the species
concerned, such infestation can cause considerable
spoilage, particularly in long-term storage. All internal
surfaces of storage spaces should be made as smooth as
possible, preferably with corners rounded, so that the
area can be thoroughly cleaned between crops. It is
important to avoid carry-over of infestation from one crop
to the next. Ledges or recesses which are difficult to clean
should be avoided by suitable design. Unavoidable hollow
spaces or recesses of this nature should be sealed off,

or made accessible for cleaning by removable covers.

The open ends of drains discharging on the banks of water
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courses or open water should be protected with suitable
flap valves. .
Ventilation pipes to grain and food stores having an open
end should be protected with a wire cage.

Doors giving access to those parts of the building where
food, attractive to rats and mice, is stored should fit
closely to the opening. The gap between the bottom of
the door and the threshold or step should not exceed

6 mm. Buildings should be so designed as to avoid, as far
as possible, hollows and hidden spaces. When necessary
they should be sealed to prevent access by vermin.

This applies particularly to cavity walls, service ducts,
hollow partitions and casing around structural members.
In the case of cavity walls, floor joists shouid be built-in
to prevent rats and mice entering the building.

This British Standard, having been prepared under the direction of
the Farm and Horticultural Building Standards Committee,

was published under the authority of the Executive Board on

31 January 1978.
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