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British Standard Code of practice for

Design of buildings and structures for agriculture

Part 3. Appendices: Legislation, technical data, relevant standards and other references

Section 3.11. External colours for farm buildings

Code de bonne pratique pour le dessin des batiments et structures agricoles
Partie 3. Annexes: Leglslatlon données techniques, normes applicables et autres références
Section 3.11. Couleurs extérieures des batiments de ferme

Richtlinie fiir den Entwurf von Gebduden und Bauten der Landwirtschaft
Teil 3. Anhiénge: Gesetzgebung, technische Angaben, einschldgige Normen und andere Hinweise

Abschnitt 3.11.

1. The nature of colour

BS 5252 identifies three visual attributes of colour:

hue, the attribute of redness, yellowness, blueness etc.;
greyness, the estimated grey content of colours; and
weight, a subjective term for lightness modified as necessary
to produce colours of the same character in different hues.

A survey of landscape colours has identified weight as
being of major importance in achieving a visual relationship
between a colour and its background. This has limited the
colour range to be selected from weight columns 21 — 29,
37 — 39, 44 and 45; greyness has been limited to groups

B, C and D; and the hues found to harmonize with the
countryside were identified as 04 red; 08 yellow red,

10 yellow and 18 biue.

As various factory coloured materials may be brought
together in any one building and these may be coloured by
a variety of industrial processes, it is not usually possible
to obtain accurate colour matches between different
materials. A colour range for this purpose should contain

a maximum number of colours which can be used together
without resulting in unacceptable colour relationships, in
order to provide variety in building appearance. It was
found that, in general, traditional buildings had roofs that
appeared darker than walls. To achieve a similar appearance
it has been necessary to divide the colour range into groups
of colours for walls separate from roofs, so that the weight
difference between the colours achieves this appearance.
The wall colours therefore consist of a range extracted
from weight columns 21, 23, 25, 39, 44 and 45 and the
roof colours from columns 27, 29 and 39. It may seem

Farben fiir die AuRenseite von Wirtschaftsgebauden

from small colour samples that there is very little difference
in appearance between the roof colours but in the large
area of roofs seen in full daylight or sunllght the differences

-are significant.

The number of colours in the range had to be adequate to
allow a number of manufacturers of similar products to
select small ranges for their particular product in relation
to their sales information on their existing unco-ordinated
coloured products. |t was therefore decided that the range
should be limited to about ten wall and six roof colours,
provided that there was a maximum possibility of mixing
wall and roof colours. When selecting colours from the
standard range, consideration should preferably be given
to any local colour characteristics.

2. Colour ranges and their applications
2.1 Main wall areas and roofs

Walls Roofs
04C39 0Q0A13
04 D44 04 B 29
08825 . 108B 27
08 D45 10B 29
10B 21 18 B 27
10B 23 18 B 29
10 D44 18 C 39
12821

18821

18 B 25

18 C 37
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2.2 Other wall areas. While in the majority of new farm 08B 29
buildings, factory coloured cladding will constitute the 08 E 51
major external surface area which determines the general 18B 256
colour appearance of the building, there are other external 20D 45

surfaces in different materials, such as brickwork, block-
work or stone, forming plinths, and the lower areas of
walls or gables, which may be site coloured for visual
reasons, Listed below is a range of colours extracted from
BS 4800 ‘Paint colours for building purposes’, which will
harmonize with the colour range listed in 2.1.

2.4 Factory applied colours. Those colours listed in 2.4.1
are established colours which have been tried, tested and
given a satisfactory performance on sheet material. The
colours listed are generally accepted for use in the country-
side, either meeting the requirements of the table in 2.1,

or being near to the colours listed.

gg;v:":svea?l':as ::p‘:;:t"r::)" areas These colours are available on both corrugated and
and gables) troughed sheets, and most manufacturers offer a selection
04 B 17 04 D 45 . of these colours in the present ranges. ) )
04 C 33 08B 29 - 2.4.1 Range of colours available in corrugated and
08B 17 10B 256 troughed sheets for walls and roofs
08 C 35 10D 45 Asbestos-cement Aluminium Stee! products
10B 17 18 B 25 products ) products
13031 12259 00 A 13 00 A 05 00 A 05
€36 9 04 B 25 00 A 13 00 E 53
18 E49 04 B8 29 00 E 53 00 E 55 :
2.3 Door and window frames, etc. All other building items 04 C 39 00 E 65 04 C 39 -
such as doors, window frames, gutters and downpipes also 08 B 25 04 C 39 08 C 35
involve colour choices. In general, narrow linear features 08 B 29 08B 29 12B 21
are most suitable in a neutral colour such as white, grey or 10 B 25 10 B 23 18 B 25
black (see BS 4576 : Part 1), Window frames should be 10 C 39 10B 29 188 29
painted white. Doors can be painted in brighter colours 12829 . 12 B 21 18 C 356
selected from BS 4800 ‘Paint colours for building purposes’, 14 C 39 188 25 18 C 37
such as those in the D and E groups, provided that the 18 B 21 18 C 39 18 C 39
contrast in hue or weight is not excessive in relation to the 18 B 25
adjacent wall colours. The following BS 4800 colours are 18 B 29
suggested as suitable for doors relative to wall and roof 18 C 39
cladding colours:
This British Standard, having been prepared under the direction of
the Farm and Horticultural Building Standards Committee,
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