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National foreword
This British Standard is identical with ISO 3645 ‘Cinematography — Image area produced by 8 mm Type S motion-picture
camera aperture and maximum projectable image area — Positions and dimensions’. |t supersedes part of BS 677 ‘Motion
picture film’, Part 3 ‘8 mm film’, which is now wholly withdrawn.
At present there are many current British Standards and ISO standards on cinematography and others are at various
stages of completion within BS| and Technical Committee 36, Cinematography, of the International Organization for
Standardization (1SO).
An 1SO standard that has received a positive United Kingdom vote will be adopted without deviation and published
bearing a dual BS/ISO number as a Subsection of BS 5550 superseding any related British Standard. However, an existing
British Standard that is technically equivalent to an 1SO standard, but contains other useful data may be retained and
would not bear a dual BS/ISO number.
It is intended to republish current British Standards on cinematography as Sections and Subsections of BS 5550 and that
BS 5550 will eventually encompass all cinematography standards arranged within this one comprehensive work.
BSI Sectional List 1, obtainable free from the BSI Sales Department, catalogues the British Standards on cinematography.
The latest edition of SL 1 should be referred to particularly in this developing situation.
Terminology and conventions. The text of the international standard has been approved as suitable for publication,
without deviation, as a British Standard. Some terminology and certain conventions are not identical with those used in
British Standards:; attention is especially drawn to the following.
Where the words ‘International Standard’ appear, referring to this standard, they should be interpreted as ‘British
Standard’.
The comma has been used in some places as a decimal marker. In British Standards it is current practice to use a full point
on the baseline as the decimal marker.
Cross-references. The international standards listed in clause 2 are given for information purposes only. The following are
implemented as Subsections of BS 5550; the relevant BS numbers are as given below:

1ISO 1700 BS 5550 : Subsection 1.1.1

1ISO 1781 BS 5550 : Subsection 1.7.1

ISO 1787 BS 5550 : Subsection 1.3.2
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British Standard
Cinematography

Part 1. 8 mm gauge
Section 1.2 Image areas

Subsection 1.2.2 Specification for positions and dimen

sions of the image area produced by 8 mm Type S

motion-picture camera aperture and maximum projectable image area

1 SCOPE AND FIELD OF APPLICATION

This International Standard specifies, for 8 mm Type S
cameras and projectors, the dimensions of the image area
produced by the camera on the film and the maximum
projectable image area as well as the image positions relative
to the reference edge of the film, and the perforations used
to position the images.

2 REFERENCES

I1SO 1700, Cinematography — 8 mm Type S motion-picture
raw stock film — Cutting and perforating dimensions.

ISO 1781, Cinematography — Projector usage of 8 mm
Type S motion-picture film for direct front projection.

ISO 1787, Cinematography — Camera usage of 8 mm
motion-picture film perforated Type S.

3 DIMENSIONS AND CHARACTERISTICS

3.1 The dimensions shall be as shown in the figures and
given in the tables and apply to measurements of the image
as formed on, or projected from, a recently exposed and
processed film (see A.4 and A.5).
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3.2 The angle between the horizontal edges of the camera
aperture image and the reference edge of the film shall be
90+ 1/2°.

3.3 The angle of the vertical edges of the camera aperture
image shall be 0 £ 1/2° to the reference edge of the film.

3.4 Dimension K is the distance from the bottom edge of
the camera aperture image to the bottom of the frame
positioning perforation, two pitches above the perforation
adjacent to that image.

3.5 Dimension K, is the distance lengthwise along the
path of the film from the bottom of the maximum image
area available for projection to the bottom of the
frame-positioning perforation, two perforations above the
perforation adjacent to the projected image.

NOTES

1 The value of dimension A4 has been chosen so that film having a
slight shrinkage when it is projected will be properly centred.

2 |f the projector has a fixed edge guide, it should make contact
with the edge of the film adjacent to the perforations.
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