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Part 1. 8 mm film
Section 1.2 Image areas

Subsection 1.2.5 Specification for position and dimensions of
printed 8 mm Type S image area on 16 mm motion-picture film,
perforated 8 mm Type S (1-3)

Cinématographie

Partie 1. Films de 8 mm

Section 1.2 Champs d‘image

Sous-section 1.2.5 Spécification de la position et des dimensions pour le tirage sur film
cinématographique 16 mm perforé 8 mm Type S (1-3), du champ d’image de format 8 mm, Type S

Kinematographie

Teil 1. Filme von 8 mm

Abschnitt 1.2 Bildflachen

Unterabschnitt 1.2.5 Spezifikation fiir die Lage und Abmessungen fiir den Druck der Bildflache von
8 mm, Typ S, auf 16 mm kinematographischen Film, perforiert 8 mm Typ,S (1-3)

National foreword

This British Standard is identical with 1SO 3775 ‘Cinematography — Printed 8 mm Type S image area on 16 mm
motion-picture film perforated 8 mm Type S (1-3) — Position and dimensions’ published by the International
Organization for Standardization (1SO).

BS 5550 is to encompass eventually all British Standards on cinematography. BSI Sectional List 1, obtainable free from
the BSI Sales Department, catalogues the British Standards on cinematography. The latest edition of SL 1 should be
referred to particularly in this developing situation.

Terminology and conventions. The text of the international standard has been approved as suitable for publication,
without deviation, as a British Standard. Some terminology and certain conventions are not identical with those used in
British Standards; attention is especially drawn to the following.

Wherever the words ‘International Standard’ appear, referring to this standard, they should be read as ‘British Standard’.
The comma has been used in some places as a decimal marker. In British Standards it is current practice to use a full point
on the baseline as the decimal marker.

Cross-references

International standard Corresponding British Standard

1SO 1781-1973 BS 5550 Cinematography
Subsection 1.7.1 : 1978 Specification for projector usage of 8 mm Type S motion-picture film for
direct front projection

(ldentical)
1ISO 1785-1972 BS 5550 : Subsection 1.2.3 : 1978 Specification for the location of the printed image area for
printing to 8 mm Type S on 16 mm motion-picture film perforated 8 mm Type S, 1-4
(ldentical)
ISO 1787-1972 BS 5550 : Subsection 1.3.2 : 1978 Specification for camera usage of 8 mm motion-picture film
perforated Type S
(ldentical)
1SO 2966-1976 BS 5550 : Subsection 1.1.2 : 1978 Specification for cutting and perforating dimensions of
motion-picture film 16/8S (1-3) and (1-4)
(Identical)
1ISO 3645-1976 BS 5550 : Subsection 1.2.2 : 1978 Specification for positions and dimensions of the image area
produced by 8 mm Type S motion-picture camera aperture and maximum projectable image area
(ldentical)
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BS 5550 : Subsection 1.2.5 : 1979

1 SCOPE AND FIELD OF APPLICATION

This International Standard specifies the position and size
of the 8 mm Type S printed picture areas for negative/
positive and reversal printing on 16 mm motion-picture
film perforated 8 mm Type S, 2R-4,234 (1667) and
2R-4,227 (1664), in position 1 and 3.

2 REFERENCES

ISO 1781, Cinematography — Projector usage of 8 mm
Type S motion-picture film for direct front projection.

ISO 1785, Cinematography — Location of the printed
image area for printing to 8 mm Type S on 16 mm motion-
picture film perforated 8 mm Type S, 1-4.

ISO 1787, Cinematography — Camera usage of 8 mm
motion-picture film perforated Type S.

ISO 2966, Cinematography — Motion-picture film 16/8S
(1-3) and (14) — Cutting and perforating dimensions.

ISO 3645, Cinematography — Image area produced by
8 mm Type S motion-picture camera aperture and maxi-
mum profectable image area — Positions and dimensions.

3 DIMENSIONS

3.1 The dimensions shall be as shown in the figure and
given in the table.

3.2 Dimensions B, G, H and R apply to all images. The
differences in values from the reference edge, dimensions A,
C, E and F, establish the minimum area to be printed. For
convenience, and to avoid unnecessary addition and sub-
traction in applying this International Standard, a reference
dimension has been supplied for a typical width of the
image area.

NOTES

1 The reduction ratio of prints made from 16 mm negatives or
reversal originals shall be approximately 1,8 : 1.

2 To provide understanding in the design and use of printers, the
dimensions specified in the figure and table provide an image ideally
centred vertically on the perforation, with a reference dimension
of 7,90 mm (0.311in) from the positioning perforation to the
horizontal centre line of the intended image.

When film having a perforation pitch of 4,227 mm (0.1664 in) is
printed, dimension H must be reduced by the change of average
perforation pitch and processing shrinkage to ensure the appropriate
dimension for H in release prints.

3 The “film travel” shown in the figure is to aid in illustrating the
—2 perforation used to position the 8 mm print, and the direction
of motion in the projector for the resulting 8 mm print if the figure
is as seen from the light source in a projector used for direct front
projection (see the annex).

4 If photographic sound is to be applied to the print, it is necessary
to restrict the value for dimensions A and F to avoid intrusion into
the sound-track area. A suggested value of 0,038 mm (0.0015 in)
more than the minimum value may be used until the values are
established.

5 Dimension B is a minimum. In practice, the value used must be
such that the frame line between pictures is opaque or double
exposed in the final print intended for projection.
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