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National foreword

This British Standard is identical with ISO 1787 ‘Cinematography — Camera usage of 8 mm motion-picture film perforated
Type S'. It supersedes part of BS 677 ‘Motion picture film’, Part 3 ‘8 mm film’, which is now wholly withdrawn.

At present there are many current British Standards and 1SO standards on cinematography and others are at various
stages of completion within BSI and Technical Committee 36, Cinematography, of the International Organization for
Standardization (1SO).

An ISO standard that has received a positive United Kingdom vote will be adopted without deviation and published
bearing a dual BS/ISO number as a Subsection of BS 5550 superseding any related British Standard. However, an existing
British Standard that is technically equivalent to an SO standard, but contains other useful data may be retained and
would not bear a dual BS/ISO number.

It is intended to republish current British Standards on cinematography as Sections and Subsections of BS 56550 and that
BS 5550 will eventually encompass all cinematography standards arranged within this one comprehensive work.

BSI Sectional List 1, obtainable free from the BSI Sales Department, catalogues the British Standards on cinematography.
The latest edition of SL 1 should be referred to particularly in this developing situation.

Terminology and conventions. The text of the international standard has been approved as suitable for publication,
without deviation, as a British Standard. Some terminology and certain conventions are not identical with those used in
British Standards; attention is especially drawn to the following.

Where the words ‘International Standard’ appear, referring to this standard, they should be interpreted as ‘British

Standard’.
Cross-references. The cross-reference, 1ISO . . . ., in clauses 2 and 3.3 is to 1SO 3645. For this and the other international
standard referred to in the text there are corresponding British Standards; these are as listed below:
International standard Corresponding British Standard
ISO 1781 — 1973" BS 5550 Cinematography
Subsection 1.7.1 : 1978 Specification for projector usage of 8 mm Type S motion-picture
film for direct front projection
(Identical)
ISO 3645 — 1976™ BS 5550 Cinematography

Subsection 1.2.2 : 1978 Specification for positions and dimensions of the image area
produced by 8 mm Type S motion-picture camera aperture and maximum projectable
image area
(Identical)

*Since the publication of 1SO 1787, ISO 1781 and ISO 3645 have been published with the following revised titles:

1SO 1781 Cinematography — Projector usage of 8 mm Type S motion-picture film for direct front projection
ISO 3645 Cinematography — Image area produced by 8 mm Type S motion-picture camera aperture and maximum projectable image

area — Positions and dimensions.
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BS 5550 : Subsection 1.3.2 : 1978

1 SCOPE AND FIELD OF APPLICATION

This International Standard specifies the position of the
emulsion, the rate of exposure, and the orientation of the
area being exposed for 8 mm motion-picture film perfor-
ated Type S.

2 REFERENCES

ISO 1781, Cinematography - Projector usage of 8 mm Type
S motion-picture perforated film for direct front projection.
(At present at the stage of Draft.)

ISO ..., Cinematography - Location and area of the image
for 8 mm Type S motion-picture perforated film. (In
preparation.)

3 DIMENSIONS AND CHARACTERISTICS

3.1 The emulsion shall be toward the camera lens, except
for special processes.

3.2 The camera speed shall be 18 frames per second for
silent use and 24 frames per second for sound use. This
speed corresponds to the projection rate specified in
ISO 1781. Other camera speeds may be used when special
effects are required.

3.3 The perforation used for the film positioning device
shall be two perforations above the perforation adjacent
to the image being formed when the positioning device
is at the bottom of its stroke (the — 2 position). This
location coincides with the vertical positioning device loca-
tion required for projectors and thereby improves steadi-
ness through cancellation. The dimensions of the camera
aperture image relative to the film positioning are specified
inISO . ...

3.4 In specifying the film positioning device in 3.3, the
existence of cameras which use other than — 2 per-
foration to position the film is recognized. Future design,
however, is expected to comply with the provisions of 3.3.
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The film is shown as seen from inside
the camera, looking toward the lens.
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