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Foreword
This revision of this British Standard has been prepared

Standards Committee. It was originally published as
BS 4526 : Part 2 in 1969 and was renumbered by
amendment as BS 5550 : Subsection 2.1.1 in 1980.

The specified dimensions and tolerances apply to film
immediately after cutting and perforating by the
manufacturer, information on the changes in the
dimensions of film and their effect on the uniformity of
perforations are included in appendix A.

The dimensions given in table 1 comply with those given in
ISO 69, published by the International Organization for
Standardization (1SO), except that the tolerance on
dimension £ and the maximum value of dimension G have
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been reduced from those specified in 1SO 69, These changes
are expected to lead to improved image steadiness.

Because imperial film dimensions are still widely used in

the UK it was considered necessary to list the equivalent
imperial film dimensions alongside the metric film sizes.

In some instances the figures are not precise conversions
but the differences are very smali and, throughout, film
perforated in accordance with this British Standard,
whether to the metric or inch series of dimensions, is for
all practical purposes interchangeable.

This standard is one in a series of over 70 comprising
BS 5550, details of which are given in the BS! Year Book.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself
confer immunity from legal obligations.
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British Standard
Cinematography

Part 2. 16 mm film
Section 2.1 Raw stock

Subsection 2.1.1 Specification for dimensions of 16 mm motion-picture film

1. Scope

This British Standard specifies the cutting and perforating
dimensions of 16 mm motion-picture raw stock film with
perforations along one or two edges.

NOTE. The titles of the publications referred to in this standard are
listed on the inside back cover.

2. Dimensions

The film dimensions and tolerances shall be as given in
table 1 and shown in figures 1, 2, 3 and 4, and shall apply
to safety raw stock film complying with BS 6550 :
Subsection 5.1.1.

The dimensions shall apply immediately after cutting and
perforating for film conditioned at a temperature of
23 £ 1 °C and a relative humidity of 48 % to 52 %.

NOTE 1. Experience has shown that it is common for film to
expand when exposed to high relative humidity. Allowance should
be made for this factor in equipment design and in no case should
equipment fail to accommodate a film width of 16.00 mm

{0.630 in}.

NOTE 2. Adherence to-the overall cutting and perforating
tolerancaes is not itself sufficient to ensure a screen image of
acceptable steadiness for present-day requirements, and the
uniformity of dimensions within a short length of film used for any
one scene needs to be more accurately controlled. Information on
uniformity of perforations and choice of film width is given in
appendix A.

3. Identification of reference edge

3.1 Single perforated film. For single perforated film the
edge nearest the perforations shall be the reference edge.
3.2 Double perforated film. For double perforated film
the reference edge shall be identified by the manufacturer
by a suitable method. .
NOTE. The following are suggested methods of identification;

(a) by any punched or printed message in the end of the film the
top of which is adjacent to the reference edge;

{b) by sequential key numbers, which are either visible or use a
latent image, marking the reference edge; - :

{c) by the tongue of the film shaped in such a way that its point
is nearer to the reference edge;

(d} by small holes punched midway between the perforations at
the reference edge.

4. Marking

The following information shall be given with each roll of
film for which claim of compliance with the requirements
of this standard is made:

(a) the number of this British Standard, i.e. BS 5550 :
Subsection 2.1.1 : 1984%;

(b} the manufacturer’s name, trademark or other means
of identification.

*Marking BS 5550 : Subsection 2.1.1 : 1984 on or in relation to a product is a claim by the manufacturer that the product has been
manufactured to the requirements of the standard. The accuracy of such a claim is therefore solely the manufacturer’s responsibility.

Enquiries as to the availability of third party certification to support such claims should be addressed to the
Division, BS{, Maylands Avenue, Hemel Hempstead, Herts HP2 4SQ for certification marks admiiiistelad by

- authority for other certification marks.
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