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Committees responsible for this
British Standard

The preparation of this British Standard was entrusted by the Cinematography
and Photography Standards Policy Committee (CPM/-) to Technical Committee
CPM/1, upon which the following bodies were represented:

British Broadcasting Corporation

British Film Institute

British Kinematograph, Sound and Television Society

British Photographic Association

Broadcasting Entertainment Cinematograph and Theatre Union
Cinema Exhibitors’ Association

ITV Association

Institute of Amateur Cinematographers

This British Standard, having
been prepared under the
direction of the Cinematography
and Photography Standards
Policy Committee, was
published under the authority
of the Standards Board and
comes into effect on

15 July 1993
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Amendments issued since publication
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Part 2) December 1969 Amd. No. Date Text affected
First revision by amendment (as
BS 5550 : Subsection 2.1.1)
September 1980

Second edition April 1984
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BS 5550 : Subsection 2.1.1: 1993
—

National foreword

This Subsection of BS 5550 has been prepared under the direction of the
Cinematography and Photography Standards Policy Committee. It is identical
with ISO 69 : 1990 Cinematography — 16 mm motion-picture and magnetic
film — Cutting and perforating dimensions, published by the International
Organization for Standardization (ISO). It supersedes BS 5550 :

Subsection 2.1.1 : 1984, which is withdrawn.

In 1982, when ISO 69 : 1972 was reviewed, the UK proposed that this
International Standard should be revised to specify a tighter tolerance for
dimension E and a reduction in the maximum value of dimension G, in order to
ensure uniformity of pitch, hole size and margin. These changes were expected
to lead to improved image steadiness. However, all other countries voted for
confirmation of ISO 69 : 1972 which was therefore subsequently confirmed. The
BSI committee responsible, CPM/1 ‘Film, laboratory services and film electronic
interface technology’ decided therefore to produce a British Standard which was
technically equivalent to ISO 69 : 1972 except for the tighter tolerance on
dimension E and the reduction in the maximum value of dimension G. The
resulting standard was published as BS 5550 : Subsection 2.1.1 : 1984.

In 1987, when ISO 69 : 1972 was reviewed again, the UK repeated its proposal
for revision, drawing attention to the publication of BS 5550 : Subsection 2.1.1 :
1984. Other countries acknowledged the need to revise the International
Standard. Clause 3 of this revision refers to table 1, which specifies two sets of
requirements, the first set applying to all types of film and the second set
referring to professional camera films. This second set corresponds to the
requirements which were requested by the UK and incorporated in BS 5550 :
Subsection 2.1.1 : 1984.

Cross-references

International standard Corresponding British Standard

ISO 543 : 1974 BS 5550 Cinematography
Subsection 5.1.1 : 1978 Definition, testing and marking
of motion-picture safety film
(Identical)

The Technical Committee has reviewed the provisions of ISO 554 : 1976 to which
normative reference is made in the text, and has decided that they are
acceptable for use in conjunction with this standard.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity from
legal obligations.
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