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National foreword
This British Standard is identical with 1SO 4241 ‘Cinematography — Leaders and run-out trailers for 35 mm and 16 mm
release prints — Specifications’. It supersedes BS 1492 which is now withdrawn.

BS 5550 is to encompass eventually all British Standards on cinematography. BSI Sectional List 1, obtainable free from
the BSI Sales Department, catalogues the British Standards on cinematography. The latest edition of SL 1 should be
referred to particularly in this developing situation.

Terminology and conventions. The text of the international standard has been approved as suitable for publication,
without deviation, as a British Standard. Some terminology and certain conventions are not identical with those used

in British Standards; attention is especially drawn to the following.

Where the words ‘International Standard’ appear, referring to this standard, they should be interpreted as

‘British Standard’.

The comma has been used in some places as a decimal marker. In British Standards it is current practice to use a full point
on the baseline as the decimal marker.
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British Standard

Cinematography

Part 5. Common to more than one film gauge
Section 5.5 Printing

Subsection 5.5.2 Specification for leaders and run-out trailers

for 36 mm and 16 mm release prints

1 SCOPE AND FIELD OF APPLICATION

This International Standard specifies the essential features
of leaders, change-over cue marks and run-out trailers
for 35 mm and 16 mm release prints for cinema use.

It also specifies the essential information to be placed on
the leader and run-out trailer, and the specific frame
spacing of this information in relation to the beginning
and end of the picture section.

2 LEADER (see figure 1)

2.1 Sections of the leader
The leader shall consist of
a) a protective section,
b) an identification section, and

¢) asynchronizing section.

2.2 Protective section

The protective section shall consist of any raw stock or
film with no image and shall be not less than 2,4 m (8 ft)
long for 356 mm film and 1 m (3 ft) long for 16 mm film,
but not less than the circumference of the wound roll.

2.2 ldentification section

The identification section shall have the following
information photographically printed or indelibly marked
onit:

a) title of film;
b) identification number of the reel;

c) a word to indicate beginning, boldly printed in one
frame;

d) aspect ratio for presentation, and whether non-
anamorphic or anamorphic;

e) type of sound: where non-standard photographic
sound tracks are used, any special characteristics of
recording shall be indicated;

f) the language of the version of the photographic
sound record, printed in the sound track area.
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2.4 Synchronizing section

2.4.1 Length

The synchronizing section shall be 218 frames in length.

2.4.2 Sound track area

The area for the sound track in the synchronizing section
shall be opague except for the sound photographic record
which corresponds to the first picture images.

2.4.3 Picture gate

Frame 192 shall be transparent and contain in bold black
letters the word or mark appropriate to the country of use
to indicate ““PICTURE GATE"".

NOTE — This frame is intended for threading, and the projector

must be run down to a later point which is chosen depending on the
acceleration characteristics of the projector.

2.4.4 Time lapse numerals

Commencing from the “picture gate” (frame 192), there
shall be a series of six frames at intervals of 24 frames
(frames 168, 144, 120, 96, 72 and 48), containing,
respectively, the numerals 7, 6, 5, 4, 3 and 2. The frames
shall be neutral grey and the numerals shail be boldly
printed in black.

NOTE — The duration of the synchronizing section is specified
as 8 s; a longer section as may be required, is acceptable.

2.4.5 Sound head symbols

Related to the ‘‘picture gate” (frame 192), these shall
be included as follows :

16 mm photographic sound :

26 frames in advance of “’picture gate” (frame 218);
16 mm magnetic sound :

28 frames in advance of “’picture gate” (frame 220);
35 mm photographic sound :

20 frames in advance of “‘picture gate’’ (frame 212);
35 mm magnetic sound :

28 frames behind “‘picture gate’” (frame 164).
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