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National Foreword

This British Standard is identical with 1SO 1223 ‘Cinema- certain conventions are not identical with those used in
tography-Picture areas for motion-picture films and slides British Standards; attention is especially drawn to the
for television — Position and dimensions’, published in following.

1981 by the International Organization for Standardization  \herever the words ‘International Standard’ appear, refer-
(1S0O). It supersedes BS 5115 ‘Dimensions of picture areas ring to this standard, they should be read as ‘British

of motion-picture films, slides and opaques for television’ Standard’.

which is now withdrawn.

Terminology and conventions. The text of the international
standard has been approved as suitable for publication as a
British Standard without deviation. Some terminology and

The comma has been used in some places as a decimal
marker. In British Standards it is current practice to use
a full point on the baseline as the decimal marker.

Cross-references

Internationat standard Corresponding British Standard
BS 5550 Cinematography

ISO 69-1972 Subsection 2.1.1 : 1980* Specification for dimensions of 16 mm motion-picture film
(Technically equivalent)

1SO 466-1976 BS 5550 : Subsection 2.2.1 : 1978 Specification for position and dimensions of the image
produced by 16 mm motion-picture camera aperture
(ldentical)

1ISO 491-1978 BS 5550 : Subsection 3.1.1 : 1978 Specification for cutting and perforating dimensions of
35 mm motion-picture film and magnetic film
(Identical)

1SO 2906-1972 BS 5550 : Subsection 3.2.1 : 1978 Specification for the image area produced by camera
aperture for 35 mm motion-picture film
(identical)

Documents

*This standard was previously numbered BS 4526 : Part 2 and has been renumbered by amendment. Document Sharing Hub
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British Standard
Cinematography

Part 6. Television usage

Section 6.3 Specification for position and dimensions of picture areas

for motion-picture films and slides for television

1 Scope and field of application

This International Standard defines those areas of the images
on 35 mm and 16 mm motion-picture films and on 5 cm x
5 cm slides, which are transmitted by television, together with
the safe action and title areas within which any pictorial or writ-
ten matter may be expected to be received on a domestic televi-
sion receiver. It applies to non-anamorphic images of 4:3 ratio.

2 References

ISO 69, Cinematography — 16 mm moation-picture raw stock
film — Cutting and perforating dimensions.

ISO 466, Cinematography — Image produced by 16 mm
motion-picture camera aperture — Positions and dimensions.

ISO 491, Cinematography — 35 mm motion-picture film and
magnetic film — Cutting and perforating dimensions.

1ISO 2906, Cinematography — 35 mm motion-picture film —
Image area produced by camera aperture.

3 Definitions

3.1 transmitted area : The area of the image on film or slide
which is transmitted from the television station.

NOTE — The viewed area : It is recognized that the actual image area
that is viewed will be smaller than the transmitted area. It is, however,
intended that the area displayed by the receiver, match as closely as
possible the transmitted area.
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3.2 action area : The area on the film or slide within which
pictorial matter may be composed, and which may reasonably
be expected to be reproduced on a domestic receiver.

NOTE — In slides, the picture is so composed that the slide is used
with the larger dimension of the action area horizontal.

3.3 safe title area : The area on the film or slide within
which all essential information, such as titles should be com-
posed and may reasonably be expected to be reproduced on a
domestic receiver.

NOTE — In slides, the written matter is so composed that the slide is
used with the larger dimension of the safe title area horizontal.
4 Dimensions

NOTE — Ali dimensions given in imperial units are shown in the annex.

4.1 Transmitted area

The dimensions of the transmitted areas of the images on
35 mm and 16 mm films and on 5 cm x 5 cm slides are given in
table 1 and illustrated in figures 1, 2 and 3 respectively.

4.2 Action area

The dimensions of the action area on 35 mm and 16 mm films
andon 5 cm x 5 cm slides are given in table 1 and illustrated in
figures 1, 2 and 3 respectively.

NOTE — The dimensions of the action area were calculated by
multiplying the transmitted area width by 0,675, 0,900 and 0, 180 for the
height, width and comer radius respectively.
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