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National foreword

This British Standard has been prepared under the direction of the Chemicals 
Standards Committee in order to standardize terminology and labelling, 
sampling and methods of physical and chemical testing for fertilizers.
For some years the United Kingdom has participated in the standardization of 
methods of sampling fertilizers through Subcommittee 2, Sampling, of Technical 
Committee 134, Fertilizers and soil conditioners, of the International 
Organization for Standardization (ISO). As international agreement is reached 
on the methods, it is proposed to publish them as Sections of BS 5551.
The standard is to be published in four Parts, each Part being subdivided into 
Sections and, where appropriate, Subsections. The four Parts are:

— Part 1: Terminology and labelling;
— Part 2: Sampling;
— Part 3: Physical properties;
— Part 4: Chemical analysis.

This Section of Part 2 is identical with ISO 5306:1983 “Fertilizers — Presentation 
of sampling reports”.
Terminology and conventions. The text of the International Standard has 
been approved as suitable for publication as a British Standard without 
deviation. Some terminology and certain conventions are not identical with those 
used in British Standards; attention is drawn especially to the following.
Wherever the words “International Standard” appear, referring to this standard, 
they should be read as “British Standard”.
A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i and ii, 
pages 1 to 8, an inside back cover and a back cover.
This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had 
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on the 
inside front cover.
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0 Introduction
In many cases, sampling is carried out in accordance with legal requirements, and, in these cases, a legal 
sampling report has to be completed. For all other cases, or for cases where it is considered that insufficient 
information is provided by the legal sampling report, the information specified in this International 
Standard should be given.
A sampling report should be made out for each sample taken. If the sample is divided into a number of 
equivalent portions, a copy of the sampling report should accompany each portion.

1 Scope and field of application
This International Standard specifies the information to be given in sampling reports for consignments of 
fertilizers.
An example of a typical sampling report is given in the Annex A.

2 Essential information
The following essential information shall always be given in the sampling report.

a) The name of the sampler and the department or organization to which he belongs.
b) The name, description or designation associated with the fertilizer, and whether it is in bulk or in 
packages.
c) Any declared information on the composition or the fineness of grind of the fertilizer, and, if 
available, a copy of any labels attached to the original packages containing the product.
d) Any lot or consignment numbers for the complete identification of the lot, and, if possible, the date of 
manufacture or delivery.
e) The quantity of fertilizer sampled (i.e. the lot in terms of mass and/or the number of packages) and 
its relation to the total amount present.
f) If the fertilizer was in packages, the nature of the packages and the method of sealing.
g) The sampling plan adopted and the number of increments taken. (If sampling was carried out in 
accordance with an International Standard or other standard, its reference shall be given.)
h) Any relevant observations made during the sampling procedure, including assessment of the 
condition of the fertilizer.
j) The date, time and postal address of the place of sampling, including, where appropriate, the name of 
any vessel or the registration number of any vehicle from which the sample was taken.
k) The identification mark or reference number given to the sample by the sampler.
m) The method of sealing the sample containers, with a description of any seals.
n) The names and addresses of the parties to the relevant transaction, for example manufacturer, 
importer or vendor and purchaser or holder of the sampled fertilizer.
p) The destinations of the laboratory samples and information for the analysts.
q) The signature of the sampler and name and signature of any independent witness or person from 
whom any of the information given in the report was obtained.

3 Additional information
The sampler may, if he so wishes, or shall, if instructed by the client, Annex A any other information not 
required by clause 2. If the sampler has been so instructed by the client, the latter shall supply a detailed 
list of the items of additional information required.
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