BS 5576: 1985

UDC [685.531+685.554.5]:614.8

British Standard Specification for

Safety features of camping tents, awnings,
trailer tents and caravan awnings

Sécurité des tentes de camping, baches, caravanes pliantes toile et auvents de caravanes — Spécifications

Sicherheitsmerkmale fiir Campingzelte, Vorzelte, Anhangerzeite und Caravanvorzelte

Foreword

This British Standard has been prepared under the direction
of the Textiles and Clothing Standards Commiittee. It is a
revision of BS 5576 : 1976, which is withdrawn.

Tent fires are infrequent, but when they do occur they can
be serious and some have resulted in fatalities. Since the

1 Scope

This British Standard specifies requirements for safety
features in relation to materials to be used, provision of
means of escape from, and advice to users on fire safety in,
camping tents, awnings, trailer tents and caravan awnings.
The requirements apply to all camping tents, awnings,
trailer tents and caravan awnings intended for domestic use,
but do not apply to marquees.

NOTE. The title of the publication referred to in this standard is
given on the inside back page.

2 Fabrics

The fabrics used in camping tents, awnings, trailer tents
and caravan awnings shall comply with BS 6341.

NOTE 1. Attention is drawn to the grading scheme given in 3.1
of BS 6341 : 1983 and to the end use classification scheme
given in 3.2 of BS 6341 : 1983.

NOTE 2. BS 6341 specifies requirements for 10 grades of fabric
and is divided into sections so that compliance can be claimed or
requested with the whole standard, the requirements for general
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first edition of this standard, BS 6341 dealing with fabrics
for camping tents has been-published and this revision of
BS 5576 gives additional requirements for camping tents,
awnings, trailer tents and caravan awnings.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself
confer immunity from legal obligations.

properties, or the flammability requirements only. Grades 1 to 4
specify general and flammability requirements; grades 5 to 7 specify
flammability requirements only; grades 8 to 10 specify general
requirements only.

3 Means of escape

3.1 All exits shal! have a clear opening of at least 0.5 m
in width.

3.2 Frame tents, awnings, trailer tents and caravan awnings
having a total internal floor area of 12 m? or more shall
have at least two exits. Exits shall be not less than 2.5 m
apart.

3.3 Ridge tents having a total internal floor area of 12 m?
or more shall have at least two exits, one at each end.

3.4 Where more than one exit is provided, the exits which
are not intended as openings for normal access to the tent
may be in the form of slide fasteners, rip-cords or similar
arrangements intended only to be used in cases of
emergency.
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3.5 All slide fasteners and similar devices used for exits
(and also any openings into inner tents) shall be fitted in
such a way that a puller is located at the bottom of the exit
when closed. This puller shall be double-sided, i.e. capable
of being operated from both sides of the exit when closed,
shall be constructed so that it can be gripped, and shall have
a coloured handle or other means to enable it to be located.

3.6 Exits both for normal and secondary emergency use
shall be clearly identified by some form of marking,

e.g. coloured panel, coloured slide fasteners, rogue yarns
or banding.

NOTE. Attention should be paid to the ready identification of the
method of opening the exit as well as to the method of operation.

3.7 A permanent sewn-in label shall be attached in a
prominent position in each sleeping compartment. The label
shall carry the words ‘KEEP EXITS CLEAR'.

4 Cooking area

Where curtains, window flaps and other combustible
materials are also present in a specifically designated
cooking area, a non-detachable shield shall be provided.
The shield shall comply with grade 5 of BS 6341.

5 Advice to occupiers

A permanent, legible notice giving simple fire prevention
advice shall be attached in a position where it can be
easily and readily seen. This applies irrespective of the
grade of fabric used, i.e. to both flame resistant and
non-flame resistant types.

The wording and layout of the notice shall be as follows:

FIRE PRECAUTIONS

Remember your tent can burn, Camp safely.
Follow these common-sense rules.

When siting ensure a minimum distance of 6 m
between adjacent tents or awnings.

Do not place cooking, heating or lighting appliances
near the sides or roof.

Always observe the safety instructions for these
appliances.

Never allow children to play near lighted appliances.
Keep exits clear.

Make sure you know the fire precaution arrange-
ments on the site.

The minimum dimensions of notices shall be as given in
table 1.

" Table 1. Dimensions of notices
Use Rectangular Non-rectangular
notice notice
cm cm?
For frame tents 125 x 175 | 200
In all other cases 90x125 | 110

The letters for the heading ‘FIRE PRECAUTIONS' shall
be at least twice as high as the letters for the remainder

of the text.

The heading shall be in white letters on a red background
or red letters on a white background; the remainder of the
text shall be black on a white background.

6 Marking

The camping tent, awning, trailer tent and caravan awning
shall be marked with the following information:
(a) the manufacturer’s name, trademark or other means
of identification;
(b) the number and date of this British Standard,
i.e.BS5576 : 1985".

*Marking BS 5576 : 1985 on or in relation to a product is a claim by the manufacturer that the product has been manufactured to the
requirements of the standard. The accuracy of such a claim is therefore solely the manufacturer’s responsibility. Enquiries as to the
availability of third party certification to support such claims should be addressed to the Director, Quality Assurance Division, BSI,

PO Box 375, Milton Keynes MK14 6LO for certification marks administered by BSI or to the appropriate authority for othcdt?tjtm entS

marks.
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