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Foreword

This code of practice, prepared under the direction of the
Fire Standards Committee, is a revision of CP 3 :
Chapter 1V : 1948, which is withdrawn.

In accordance with current BSI practice, this revised code
is published as a Section of a Part of BS 5588. In addition
to the existing BS 5588 : Part 3 and BS 5588 : Part 4,
other Parts will include new codes for the precautions to
be taken in places of assembly and for fire-fighting lifts,
lobbies and stairways, and the revisions of the following
two Parts of CP 3 dealing with residential use, shops and
departmental stores:

CP 3 : Chapter |V : Part 1 Flats and maisonettes
: (in blocks over two storeys)

CP 3 : Chapter IV : Part 2 Shops and departmental stores

The revision of CP 3 : Chapter IV : Part 1 will appear as
Section 1.2 of this code.

Other Parts may be added to BS 5588.

Some of the more important changes from the text of
CP 3 : Chapter IV : 1948 are as follows.

{a) Houses are classified by height instead of by number
of storeys because of the difficulty of refetring to
storeys in houses with split levels.

{b) Houses of more than two storeys are covered.

{c) Flats in blocks of not more than two storeys are
included in Section 1.2 of this code instead of in
this Section.

(d) Most of the recommendations concerning structural
fire precautions have been omitted because they are
covered by building regulations.

{e) In clauses B, 6 and 7, the commentary on the
relevant principles is followed by any recommendations
that are made. The specific recommendations do not
form a separate section of the code as previously.

The commentary on the relevant principles is intended
to provide an explanatory background to any
recommendations that are made, especially if the
recommendations might otherwise appear to be
arbitrary. Structural precautions against fire that have
to be implemented, for example those in building
regulations, if discussed are not repeated as recommen-
dations, but reference may be made to them if the
regulations are not consistent in all parts of the UK.

(f) Diagrams have been included.

[t has been assumed in the drafting of this code that the
execution of its provisions will be entrusted to appropriately
qualified and experienced people, for whose guidance it
has been prepared,

A bibliography on fire in dwellings is given in appendix A.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself
confer immunity from legal obligations. In particular,

attention is drawn to 3.2 and 3.3.
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Code of practice

1 Scope

This Section of this code provides guidance for designers
and the building construction team in their task of
incorporating into new houses used as a single-family
dwelling, or alterations to existing houses similarly used,
measures that should in the event of fire safeguard the
lives of people residing in or visiting a single-family
dwelling house and that may help to protect the building
against the effects of fire.

Houses in multiple occupation are not covered.

Houses of any height (any number of storeys) are covered.
NOTE 1. Height (of a house) is defined in 2.8.

Flats and maisonettes are covered in Section 1.2 of
this code. :

Caravans and mobile homes are not covered; means of
escape from caravans or mobile homes are given in
BS 3632.

This Section of this code is not intended to apply to
houses during the course of construction or alteration.
Guidance on fire precautions in such houses is available
from HMSO*. Nor does this Section of this code give
advice to householders on precautions against fire that
they may take. Such advice has been published by the
Home Office and the Scottish Home and Health Depart-
ment and the Fire Protection Association (see A.2).

NOTE 2. The titles of the publications referred to in this standard
are listed on the inside back cover.

2 Definitions

For the purposes of this code the following definitions apply.

2.1 access room. A room that forms the only escape route
from an inner room.

2.2 alternative escape route. A route from any point
within a room of a house that gives easy access to a second
stairway, a balcony or a flat roof by means of which a
person can reach a place free from danger from fire.

2.3 basement. A storey that‘i; below the ground storey.

2.4 final exit. The termination of an escape route from a
building giving direct access to a street, passageway,
walkway or open space, and sited to ensure the rapid
dispersal of persons from the vicinity of a building so that
they are no longer in danger from fire and/or smoke.

2.5 fire door. A door or shutter provided for the passage

of persons, air or things, which together with its frame and
furniture as installed in a building, is intended, when closed,
to resist the passage of fire and/or gaseous products of
combustion and is capable of meeting specified performance
criteria to those ends.
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2.6 fire resistance. The ability of a component or
construction of a building to satisfy for a stated period of
time some or all of the criteria specified in the appropriate
Part of BS 476, namely stability, integrity and insulation.

2.7 ground storey. A storey the floor of which is situated
at such a level or levels that any given point on its perimeter
is at or about, or not more than 1.2 m below, the level of
the finished surface of the ground adjoining the building

in the vicinity of that point.

2.8 height (of a house). The level of the surface of the
highest point of the floor of the highest storey measured
at the centre of that face of the building where the
measurement is greatest from the level of the footway
or paving in front of that face, or if there is no such
footway or paving, from the level of the ground,

2.9 house. A self-contained building used as a single-family
dwelling having one or more storeys or levels, that is not
horizontally separated from any other dwelling forming
part of the building, and that has its own main entrance
door situated at ground level or at any level that serves as
ground level.

2.10 inner room. A room from which escape is possible
only by passing through an access room.

2.11 means of escape. Structural means whereby a safe
route is provided for persons to travel from any point in
a building to a place of safety.

2.12 protected stairway. A stairway, including any exit
passageway leading therefrom to its final exit, enclosed
with (other than any part that is an external wall of a
building) fire-resisting construction.

3 Use of this code

3.1 Use of the principles and recommendations

It is not possible to make comprehensive recommendations
capable of covering every possible risk, and an intelligent
appreciation of the principles and application of the
recommendations of this code is therefore essential.

The fire hazard of a particular house and its contents have
to be appreciated when designing a building, and in order to
use this code effectively, the behaviour of a fire occurring
in the building has to be anticipated according to the
assessment made. To secure maximum benefit all of the
recommendations should be applied.

3.2 Relationship. with statutory provisions

It is important to appreciate the relationships between this
code and the various statutory provisions relevant to the
design and construction of new buildings. The relevant
legislation indicated in general terms in 3.3 has to be

*Standard fire precautions to be taken by contractors engaged on building and engineering works for the Department of the Enmu me ntS
(P. 5), HMSO.

complied with in the event of a conflict with this code.
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