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Foreword

This revision of this British Standard has been prepared under the direction of 
the Electrical Illumination Standards Policy Committee and supersedes 
BS 559:1986 which is withdrawn. The revision introduces improved cable 
specifications and deals with the particular needs of their installation. It also 
gives greater detail on establishing likely wind pressures on signs and widens the 
scope of the standard to cover high-powered invertors or convertors which have 
become widely available.
Attention is drawn to the fact that regulation 554-3 in the fifteenth edition of the 
Regulations for Electrical Installations issued by the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers1) states “High voltage electric signs and high voltage luminous 
discharge tube installations shall be constructed, selected and erected in 
accordance with the requirements of BS 559”. Attention is also drawn to the fact 
that the Regulations for Electrical Installations include additional requirements 
concerning the connection of high-voltage discharge lighting installations to the 
low-voltage mains supply (e.g. switching and isolation requirements).
A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i to iv, 
pages 1 to 13 and a back cover.
This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had 
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on 
the inside front cover.

1) Copies of the Regulations for Electrical Installations may be obtained from the Institution of 
Electrical Engineers, P.O.Box No 96, Stevenage, Herts SG1 2SD
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