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Committees responsible for this
British Standard

The preparation of this British Standard was entrusted by the General
Electrotechnical Engineering Standards Committee (GEL/-) to Technical
Committee GEL/16, upon which the following bodies were represented:

Adhesive Tape Manufacturers’ Association

British Industrial Ceramic Manufacturers’ Association
British Paper and Board Industry Federation (PIF)
British Plastics Federation

British Telecommunications plc

Department of Trade and Industry (National Measurement Accreditation
Service)

Electrical and Electronic Insulation Association (BEAMA Ltd)

Electrical Installation Equipment Manufacturers’ Association (BEAMA Ltd)
Electricity Supply Industry in England and Wales

Electronic Engineering Association

ERA Technology Ltd

Ministry of Defence

Rotating Electrical Machines Association (BEAMA Ltd)

Rubber and Plastics Research Association of Great Britain
Telecommunication Engineering and Manufacturing Association (TEMA)
Transmission and Distribution Association (BEAMA Ltd)

This British Standard, having
been prepared under the
direction of the General
Electrotechnical Engineering
Standards Committee, was
published under the authority
of the Board of BSI and comes
into effect on

31 July 1986

© BST 11-1999 Amendments issued since publication

First published June 1978

First revision July 1986 Amd. No. Date of issue Comments

The following BSI references
relate to the work on this
standard:

Committee reference GEL/16
Draft for comment 85/28025 DC

ISBN 0 580 15268 5 ___ Documents

Document Sharing Hub

Full document details: BS 5604:1986


http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-5604-1986
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-5604-1986

BS 5604:1986

Contents

Page
Committees responsible Inside front cover
National foreword 1

Scope and object
Definitions

Test specimens
Apparatus
Procedure

S Ot &~ W N

Test report

Figure 1 — Test specimen with holes for fixing electrodes
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Figure 2a — Schematic circuit diagram

Figure 2b — Example: typical circuit for an overcurrent dela
delay relay (F in Figure 2a)

Figure 3a — Assembly of the electrodes

Figure 3b — Test assembly, schematic

Figure 4 — Top electrode, stainless steel 0.5 mm thick
Figure 5 — Bottom electrode, stainless steel 0.5 mm thick

Figure 6 — Filter-paper (eight sheets requested for each
top electrode)
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National foreword

This revision of BS 5604, published under the direction of the General
Electrotechnical Engineering Standards Committee, is identical with

TEC 587:1984 “Test methods for evaluating resistance to tracking and erosion of
electrical insulating materials used under severe ambient conditions”, published
by the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC). It supersedes

BS 5604:1978 which is withdrawn.

Terminology and conventions. The text of the International Standard has
been approved as suitable for publication as a British Standard without
deviation. Some terminology and certain conventions are not identical with those
used in British Standards; attention is drawn especially to the following.

In Figure 4 the comma has been used as a decimal marker. In British Standards
1t 1s current practice to use a full point on the baseline as the decimal marker.

A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages

This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages 1 and 11,
pages 1 to 6 and a back cover.

This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on the

inside front cover. Documents
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