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National foreword

This British Standard was prepared under the direction of
the Mechanica! Engineering Standards Committee and is
identical with 1SO 1205-1972 ‘Reciprocating internal
combustion engines — Designation of the cylinders’.

ISO 1205 was first published in 1972 and was confirmed,
without alteration, by the responsible ISO committee in
1977.

This standard replaces BS 1599 ‘Identification numbers for
cylinders of internal combustion engines {other than
aircraft engines)’ which is now withdrawn. In this new
standard.the numbering system of the engine cyiinders is
the reverse of that given in BS 1599,
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Terminology and conventions. The text of the
international standard has been approved as suitable for
publication, without deviation, as a British Standard.
Some terminology and certain conventions are not
identical with those used in British Standards; attention is
especially drawn to the following.

Wherever the words ‘International Standard’ appear,
referring to this standard, they should be interpreted as
‘British Standard’,
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British Standard Specification for

Designation of the cylinders of reciprocating

internal combustion engines

1 SCOPE AND FIELD OF APPLICATION

This International Standard specifies a method of designating
the cylinders of reciprocating internal combustion engines.

It does not apply to engines used to propel

— aircraft;

— automobiles and trucks;

— agricultural and industrial types of tractors;

— road construction and earth moving machines;
— motor cycles.

2 DEFINITIONS

For the purpose of this International Standard the following
definitions apply:

2.1 clockwise: The direction of rotation normal for the
hands of a clock (see Figure 1).

2.2 counter-clockwise: The direction of rotation opposite

to clockwise (see Figure 1).

Counter-clockwise

Clockwise

FIGURE 1 — Direction of rotation

3 POSITION OF THE OBSERVER

3.1 The position of the observer in relation to an engine
is considered to be in an extension of the axis of the shaft
which provides the driving extremity, the observer directing
his view towards this shaft extremity along the arrow V
(see Figure 2).

ﬁ
Observer Driving shaft extrimity

FIGURE 2 — Position of the observer

This position applies equally to an engine with an integral
(built in) reversing gear, with or without speed variation,
with an integral (built in) gear, with or without speed
variation, only or with more than one bank of cylinders.

3.2 The position of the observer refative to an engine
having more than one bank of cylinders shall, in accordance
with 3.1, be determined relative to the main shaft through
which {(in the interior of the engine) the total power of all
cylinders is transmitted.

3.3 If the engine has more than one driving shaft extremity,
the manufacturer shall state which shaft extremity is
referred to when designating the cylinders,

4 DESIGNATION OF THE CYLINDERS

It is assumed that in all the mechanisms described below,
the cylinders are identical in design. The designation of
each individual cylinder of a reciprocating engine shall be
effected by using a number (numbering consecutively 1,
2, 3, etc.) or by using a combination of a capital letter
(lettering consecutively A, B, C, etc.) and a number.

4.1 Single-bank engines

The designation of each individual cylinder of a single-bank
(in tine) engine shall be effected by using numbers only,
starting by giving the number 1 (one) to the cylinder
nearest the observer (see section 3), -proceeding by giving

number 2 to the next cylinder, and so on (see Figures 3,
4 and 5).

The cylinder of a single cylinder engine shall be designatea
by the number 1 (one).
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