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National foreword

This British Standard is identical with IEC Publication 394-1 ‘Specification for varnished fabrics for electrical purposes’
Part 1 ‘Definitions and general requirements’ published by the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC). It is
published under the direction of the General Electrotechnical Engineering Standards Committee.

Other Parts of this standard are:
Part 2 Methods of test
Part 3 Specifications for individual materials (in course of preparation)

It is the intention that this standard will ultimately replace BS 419 : 1966 ‘Varnished fabrics and tapes for electrical
purposes’. A decision on withdrawal of this standard will be taken when the specification sheets for the respective
individual materials have been issued in Part 3 of this standard.

Terminclogy and conventions. The text of the international standard has been approved as suitable for publication
without deviation, as a British Standard. Some terminology and certain conventions are not identical with those used in
British Standards; attention is especially drawn to the following.

Where the word ‘recommendation’ appears, referring to this standard, it should be interpreted as ‘British Standard’.
In the second paragraph of the Introduction, the word ‘series’ should be interoretated as ‘British Standard’.
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British Standard
Varnished fabrics for electrical purposes

Part 1. Definitions and general requirements

Introduction

This recommendation is one of a series which deals with varnished fabrics comprising bases woven
from cotton, natural silk, or synthetic fibres (including glass) supplied in the form of full width rolls,
sheets, or tapes slit to various widths.

The series will have three parts describing:

1. Definitions and general requirements;

2. Methods of test;
3. Specifications for individual materials.
1. Scope
This part of the recommendation contains the definitions related to, and the general requirements
to be fulfilled by, varnished fabrics for electrical purposes.
2. Designation

The varnished fabrics shall be described in words which identify first the type of varnish and
second the base fabric. The more commonly used materials are listed below:

Types of varnish:  OR  Oleoresinous
PF Phenolic

AK  Alkyd

PUR  Polyurethane
EP Epoxide

SI Silicone

BT Bitumen.
Types of base

material: C Cotton
R Viscose rayon
S Silk
PETP Polyethylene terephtalate
G Glass

PA Polyamide

The associated code letters may be used to abbreviate the description when necessary.
Further materials and symbols will be added if the need for them becomes apparent.

Note. — Consideration is being given to methods of test for thermal endurance and an addition to the designation
indicating this will be proposed as soon as possible.

The type of surface finish is to be agreed between purchaser and supplier e.g., dry, greasy,
tacky, etc., and also the colour.
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