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Foreword

This Part of BS 5696, which has been prepared under the direction of the General 
Mechanical Engineering Standards Committee, provides methods for the testing 
of playground equipment intended for permanent installation outdoors.
Other Parts of BS 5696 are as follows:

— Part 2: Specification for construction and performance;
— Part 3: Code of practice for installation and maintenance.

Attention is drawn particularly to BS 5696-2 which has been revised and 
republished with the above title. The new edition of Part 2 supersedes the 1979 
version which is withdrawn.
A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i and ii, 
pages 1 to 8 and a back cover.
This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had 
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on 
the inside front cover.
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1 Scope
This part of BS 5696 describes methods of test for 
children’s play equipment intended for permanent 
installation outdoors and for use by the public.

2 Form of tests
The tests shall be carried out on a prototype or 
production model or on individual components or 
assemblies truly representative of the production 
model.
If the equipment is supplied in a range of sizes, each 
size shall be tested; alternatively one size only shall 
be tested where it can be shown that this is 
representative of the whole range or will provide the 
most adverse results of the range.
For the tests described in clauses 3 to 9, the 
equipment shall be supported or installed in a 
manner identical to that intended for its permanent 
installation.

3 Load test
3.1 Principle

Load testing assesses whether the strength of the 
equipment is capable of withstanding the load levels 
expected in normal use and the occasional heavier 
loading that can arise due to misuse by adults.

3.2 Procedure

Apply progressively to the equipment the test loads 
given in Table 1. A maximum of 15 loads shall be 
applied at any one time.
Maintain the final loading for a period of 15 min.
NOTE For safety reasons, weights should be hung on the 
equipment wherever possible rather than placed on it where they 
may become dislodged.

Remove the loads and inspect the equipment 
visually for signs of damage.

3.3 Interpretation of results

The equipment shall be considered to have passed 
the test provided it shows no cracks, permanent 
deformation or damage and no connection is 
loosened.

Table 1 — Static test loads
Equipment Static test 

load ± 3 %
Positions at which test load is to be applied

kg

Swings 230 On each swing seat

100 To act horizontally at 90° to the crossbar 
centrally above each seating position

See-saws, rocking horses or other equipment 
with seats in line

230 At one seating position each end

100 At any other seating position

Trapeze, parallel bar, climbing frames or 
similar agility equipment

100a At intervals of polar length of 0.6 ± 0.05 m

Rotating equipment 100 To each 0.4 m2 area or part thereof

Vertical or sloping ladders or steps 100a To alternative treads or rungs

Ramps 100 To each 0.8 m2 area or part thereof to a 
positional tolerance of ± 5 %

Guardrails and handrails 100a At intervals of 0.6 m or part thereof

100a At intervals of 0.6 m or part thereof to act 
horizontally to the rail

Platforms 100 To each 0.4 m2 area or part thereof
a Each load to bear on the member being tested over a length of 50 ± 5 mm.
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