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Foreword

This Part of BS 5696 is a code of practice which has been
prepared principally for reasons of safety.

Other Parts of BS 5696 are as follows:
Part 1 Methods of test
Part 2 Specification for construction and performance

This code has been prepared principally to safeguard the
performance and safety of items of play equipment, but
attention has been drawn to certain precautions which
affect the whole site, especially when equipment is to be
maintained or repaired, so that temporary potential hazards
are minimized.

Many of the recommendations in this code are common
sense, but experience of play equipment and publicity in
the press and other media to accidents in playgrounds
indicate that in many instances common sense precautions
have not been taken.

With the recommendations on installation some suggestions
have been included on surfacing materials and the siting of
equipment in playgrounds. The preparatory work leading to
publication of this standard included an analysis of the
limited data available on causes and results of accidents to
children using permanently installed outdoor play
equipment, and studies have indicated that accidents in
playgrounds usually terminate in contact with the ground,
although other injuries may arise before then. In order to
minimize at least one of the most common sources of
injury, purchasers are strongly recommended to provide
impact-absorbing surfaces around all equipment, and
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barriers and area to be covered by impact
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especially underneath equipment from which falls may
occur. This code gives advice on how suitable surfaces can
be selected, by reference to their performance in BS 7188
‘Methods of test for impact absorbing playground surfaces’.

It is also important to consider adequate spacing of
equipment so that users of one piece of apparatus do not
interfere with users of adjacent equipment, and so that the
movement of children between different items avoids such
interference.

The recommendations concerning maintenance are for
minimum standards. 1t may well be that some authorities
or other purchasers may wish to, or may need to, enforce
higher standards {e.g. in areas where play equipment is
much in use or in a particularly harsh environment).

The integrity of equipment (preservation of the purchaser’s
investment), its value as an attraction for children, and the
safety of children using the equipment will undoubtedly be
impaired if equipment is not adequately maintained. The
degree of inspection and maintenance provided should not
be dependent upon the availability of staff, but should be
scheduled to suit the prevailing conditions of use and likely
degree of wear or deterioration. The resources should then
be found to fulfil the requirements of the schedule.

The attention of purchasers of equipment is drawn to the
arrangements for periodic servicing which can be made with
some of the manufacturers, or other specialist organizations.
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British Standard
Play equipment intended for

permanent installation outdoors

Part 3. Code of practice for installation and maintenance

Section one. General

1. Scope

This Part of BS 5696 gives recommendations for the
installation and maintenance of play equipment that is
intended for permanent installation outdoors and that is
made in accordance with Parts 1 and 2 of this British
Standard.

Limited guidance is also given regarding siting and layout.

These recommendations may also be applied to equipment
that is not in accordance with Parts 1 and 2 of this
standard, although by following these provisions for
installation and maintenance purchasers can expect no
more than to retain only those features that were originally
provided in the equipment; they should not expect that
proper installation and maintenance will be sufficient to
convert ‘non-standard’ equipment into that which will be
in accordance with Parts 1 and 2 of this standard.

2. References

The titles of the standards publications referred to in this
code are listed on the inside back cover.

Section two. Site

3. Siting and layout

3.1 General. When the establishment of a playground is to
be considered, expert advice should be sought from the
outset. Care should be taken during design and construction
to preserve desirable natural features or to develop any site
to make best use of those features.

NOTE. Attention is drawn to BS 4428 and the recommendations in
CP 2001 and CP 2003. The codes of practice are intended for major
civil engineering projects, but should be used when considering the
suitability or needs of a site for play equipment.

3.2 Siting. A variety of sites may be chosen for erection of
equipment, dependent upon circumstances, varying from an
open field in the country to an urban development or a
derelict site in a densely built-up area. The following factors
may need to be considered not only for the playground site
itself, but also in taking any precautions necessary if
building is to be on a site vacated from other usage where
there may be hidden hazards. This list is not intended to be
exhaustive or in any order of priority.

(a) Access (including that required for construction and
maintenance).

(b) Choice of site.
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(c} Drainage.

(d) Landscape.

(e) Land usage, restrictions and security of tenure, etc.
{f} Liaison with local authority planning and other staff.
(g) Maintenance and management.

(h) Precautions against adverse environmental conditions
and local hazards.

(i) Services (including electricity, gas, water, telephones,
etc.).

(i) Soil toxicity.

(k) Precautions against potential conflicts with
adjoining users.

(1) Shelter and visual screening.

3.3 Layout. Equipment should be sited in order to
minimize interference by users of one piece of equipment
with users of an adjacent piece. Attention should also be
paid to the likely traffic patterns within the site in order,
for example, to avoid the need for children to pass near to
equipment when moving from one item to another.

3.4 Minimum use zone. The minimum space requirements
for equipment (i.e. the space occupied by the item) and the
area of operation (i.e. the space occupied by children using
the item) together with an allowance for free movement of
children between items is termed the minimum use zone.
Unless the manufacturer recommends otherwise it is
recommended that space not less than 1.8 m wide be added
to the operating area for circulation adjacent to moving
parts of equipment, and space not less than 1.2 m wide be
added to the operating area for circulation adjacent to
stationary equipment or stationary parts of moving
equipment.

The minimum use zones for individual items of equipment
should not overlap.

The surface area of minimum use zones should be
horizontal.

NOTE. The integration of play equipment with other site facilities,
e.g. shelters, litter bins, toilets, etc., should be carefully considered.
It is beyond the scope of this code to deal with these other matters
but they do affect the function, appearance and usage of the whole
site of which the play apparatus may be a part.

3.5 Specific apparatus. Reference should be made to
clause 8 for additional guidance for specific types of
equipment.

3.6 Sand areas. The provision of sand, whether in sand
pits or as a surfacing area around static equipment

(see 4.2.2(e)), can introduce the need during planning of
the site for extra precautions to avoid the_abrasive effects
of sand on equipment. Care should be taﬁro
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