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Foreword

This British Standard has been prepared under the direction
of the Nursery, School and Sports Equipment Standards
Committee in response to requests by manufacturers, users
and safety organizations that reasonable minimum
requirements should be set down concerning the quality
of skateboards, because some inferior quality skateboards
that could be potentially dangerous have been put on the
market in the UK,

ln the USA where the sport of skateboarding has been
popular for the past six years, it has been estimated that
during 1977 about 140 000 skateboarders required
emergency hospital treatment. One third of these incidents
involved riders who had been using skateboards for less

than one week and fractures were the most common injury.

Only about 1 % of the incidents were due to bad design or
failure of the skateboard. Initial reports indicate that when
relative populations are taken into account, skateboarding
accidents in the UK are running at a rather lower level.

While the intention of this standard is primarily to specify
quality, particularly when this is related to safety, it is
emphasized that in common with other sports the ultimate
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safety of the participant depends on his skill and common
sense as well as on the use of properly maintained equip-
ment. Experience indicates that injuries could be reduced
if riders learned, in the early stages of skateboarding, how
to fall safely. Protective equipment can help to reduce the
severity and frequency of some injuries; a specification for
protective helmets for skateboard users is in course of
preparation and the preparation of standards for other
types of protective equipment is under consideration.

The tests and requirements of this standard are based upon
proposals in the DIN Standard for skateboards, at present
in course of preparation, and on test development financed
largely by the British Sports and Allied Industries Federa-
tion and carried out by BSI and by the Fulmer Research
Institute.

The development of skateboarding in the UK has been very
rapid. It is not intended that this draft should in any way
restrict technical improvements and developments in design
of skateboards.

Certification. Attention is drawn to the certification

facilities described on the inside back cover of this standard.
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1. Scope

This British Standard specifies requirements for non-
motorized skateboards which are sold as complete articles
for use by one rider at a time. The requirements relate to
the quality of skateboards and test methods that should
ensure adequate strength of the skateboard and its
components and reduce the probability of mechanical
failure or fractures.

2. References

The titles of the standards publications referred to in this
standard are listed on the inside back cover.

3. Definitions

For the purposes of this British Standard the following
definitions apply.

3.1 skateboard. A vehicle consisting of a deck on two
trucks and four wheels on which the rider may propel
himself and which he can steer by shifting his weight. It is
intended for recreational and sporting activities, e.g.
scooting, slalom and track riding.

3.2 junior skateboard. A skateboard designed for use by
riders not exceeding 40 kg in weight.

3.3 softest steering setting. The setting achieved when the
action bolt is unscrewed so that the cushion is just relieved
of any pressure from it,

3.4 hardest steering setting. The setting achieved when the
action bolt is fully tightened so that the cushion is sub-
jected to maximum pressure from it.

3.5 mid-steering setting. The setting achieved when the
action bolt is half-way between the positions of the softest
and hardest steering settings.

NOTE. The major components of skateboards are illustrated in
figure 1. :

4. Construction

4.1 Deck. Any material(s) may be used in the manufacture
of the deck provided that the deck meets the relevant
requirements of this standard. Metal decks shall have an
affixed edge-guard of rubber or similar flexible material.
There shall be no knots or other major defects in timber
decks.

The corners and edges of the deck shall be rounded off and
shall not be sharp. The ends of the deck shall be rounded
off with a radius of at least 10 mm (see figure 2).

4.2 Riser pads. The skateboard may or may not be
provided with riser pads.

* See BS 4929 : Parts 1 and 2.

Any material(s) may be used in the manufacture of riser
pads but it shall. comply with the relevant requirements of
this standard.

4.3 Trucks. Trucks shall be constructed so that they
comply with the relevant requirements of this standard.

The unthreaded portion of the axle shall have a diameter of
not less than 7 mm.

4.4 Wheels. Any material(s) may be used in the manu-
facture of the wheels but they shall comply with the
relevant requirements of this standard.

When ball bearings are fitted they shall be radial, single row
and non-adjustable and shall be of the open, single-shielded
double-shielded, single-sealed or double-sealed type. Open
bearings shall have a dust cover.

4.5 Nuts and bolts. All nuts shall be self locking (prevailing
torque type)* and shall rest fully on the thread with at
least two turns visible. Nuts and bolts that have to be
removed or adjusted frequently for maintenance shall be
suitable for this purpose.

4.6 Skateboard. When the components as specified in 4.1
to 4.5 have been assembled as a complete skateboard, the
skateboard shall comply with the following requirements:

’

“(a) there shall be no projections above the upper surface
of the deck with the exception of the domed heads of
bolts. Any part of a bolt which is intended to be
countersunk shall be fitted into a countersunk recess;

{b) when tested in accordance with the method
described in 6.9, it shall not be possible to touch, with
the test cylinder, any projection which has a length
greater than 10 mm and an exposed end less than

100 mm? in area;

{c) the overall width across the wheels shall be not less
than 100 mm (see figure 1);

(d) when the action bolt of the truck is fully tightened,
no part of it shall be in contact with the underside of the
deck;

{e) no part of the axles and the means for securing the
wheels shall project beyond the outer edges of the
wheels.

5. Performance requirements

5.1 Lateral coefficient of friction of wheels. When tested in
accordance with the method described in 6.5, the coeffi-
cient of friction (i) of the wheels shall be at least 0.3.

5.2 Clearance between deck and wheels. When tested in
accordance with the method described in 6.6, the deck

Documents


http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-5715-1978
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-5715-1978

