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Cooperating organizations

The Surgical Instruments and Medical Equipment Standards Committee, 
under whose direction this British Standard was prepared, consists of 
representatives from the following Government departments and professional 
and industrial organizations:

Association of Anaesthetists of Great Britain and Ireland
Association of British Sterilizer Manufacturers
Association of National Health Supplies Officers
British Anaesthetic and Respiratory Equipment Manufacturers’ Association
British Institute of Surgical Technologists
British Medical Association
British Paediatrics Association
British Surgical Trades Association Incorporated*
Department of Health and Social Security*
Disposable Hypodermic and Allied Equipment Manufacturers’ Association
Institute of Purchasing and Supply
Medical and Dental Defence Union of Scotland
Medical Defence Union
Medical Protection Society
Medical Sterile Products Association
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
Ministry of Defence
Royal College of Midwives
Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists
Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons
Royal Institute of Public Health and Hygiene
Scientific Instrument Manufacturers’ Association

The organizations marked with an asterisk in the above list, together with the 
following, were directly represented on the committee entrusted with the 
preparation of this British Standard:

Associated Offices Technical Committee
Association of Occupational Therapists
Disabled Living Foundation
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Foreword

This British Standard has been based on performance requirements rather than 
on requirements for materials. The performance requirements in this standard 
are based on the results of tests carried out on various mobile patient-lifting 
devices that were known to have given satisfactory service.
A wide variety of accessories is available for use with lifting devices and they 
cover a large range of operations. The advantages and disadvantages of the 
various systems are considered to be a matter for nursing, medical and 
paramedical advisers. The committee responsible for this standard considered 
that, for the purpose of this specification, the variety of circumstances and 
environments in which lifting devices are used precludes their specification in 
detail.
A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i and ii, 
pages 1 to 6, an inside back cover and a back cover.
This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had 
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on 
the inside front cover.
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