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BS 5833 : 1988

Foreword

This revision of BS 5833 has been prepared under the
direction of the Textiles and Clothing Standards Committee
following requests from retailers and consumers. It is hoped
that manufacturers and components suppliers will follow
this standard so that consumers can be informed easily of
the necessary facts to be considered when selecting foot-
wear. Many of the requirements included in this standard
are based on those in the ‘Voluntary Code of Practice for
Footwear’ prepared by the Footwear Distributors’
Federation in consultation with the Office of Fair Trading.
This revision supersedes BS 5833 : 1980, which is with-
drawn. In 4.4 of BS 5833 : 1980, reference was made to
‘leather’ as defined in BS 2780. in 1983 a revision of

BS 2780 was published which incorporated new terms
which were relevant to the labelling of footwear,

in particular the terms ‘laminated leather’ and ‘coated
leather’. This revision has been prepared taking account

of the revision of BS 2780 and, in addition, noting the
experiences gained in using BS 5833 : 1980 and the
requests of consumers.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself
confer immunity from legal obligations.
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BS 5833 : 1988

Scheme

1 Scope

This British Standard specifies a scheme for the labelling of
footwear, including size, brand name or other means of
identification, and those parts of the footwear for which
the material is to be stated, and the terms to be used.
Details of a classification of footwear related to intended
use are given in table 1.

NOTE. The titles of the publications referred to in this standard
are listed on the inside back cover.

2 Definitions

For the purposes of this British Standard the following
definitions apply, the definitions given in 2.2, 2.3 and 2.4
being identical to the definitions given in entries, 1569, 56
and 156 of BS 2780 : 1983, respectively.

NOTE. In footwear, the polymers defined in 2.6, 2.7 and 2.8 are
used in a compounded form incorporating colouring materials,
stabilizers, and frequently fillers and external plasticizers.

2.1 sole. That part of the forepart bottom of the shoe
which is attached to the upper part of the shoe, as a
separate component or composite, the bottom surface

of which is subjected to abrasive wear.

2.2 leather. Hide or skin with its original fibrous structure
more or less intact, tanned to be imputrescible. The hair
or wool may or may not have been removed. it is also
made from a hide or skin that has been split into layers

or segmented either before or after tanning.

NOTE 1. If the leather has a surface coating, the mean thickness
of this surface layer, however applied, has to be 0.15 mm or less.

NOTE 2. If the tanned hide or skin is disintegrated mechanically
and/or chemically into fibrous particles, smali pieces or powders
and then, with or without the combination of a binding agent,

is made into sheets or forms, such sheets or forms are not leather.

2.3 coated leather. A product where the surface coating
applied to the leather substrate does not exceed one-third
of the total thickness of the product, but is in excess of
0.15 mm.

NOTE. If the surface appearance is shiny, the term ‘patent coated
leather’ is permissible.

2.4 laminated leather.
(a) A composite of two or more layers of leather.

(b) A composite of a layer of leather and one or more
layers of another sheet or film of plastics or other
material.

NOTE. The term is applied to products that are excluded from
the definitions of leather (2.2) and coated leather {2.3). The com-
ponents should be identified according to the proportion they
form of the total thickness, e.g. leather/polyurethane laminate

if the leather component exceeds 50 %.

2.5 man-made. A material which contains a substantial
amount of synthetic or modified natural polymer.

2.6 ethylene-vinyl acetate (EVA). A copolymer of ethy-
lene and vinyl acetate which contains between 5 % and
50 % by mass of structural units of vinyl acetate,

i.e. —CH; —CH—CO—0—, incorporated in a polyethylene
chain.
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2.7 polyurethane (PU). A polymer in which the recurring
structural unit in the chain is of the urethane type,
i.e. —O—CO—NH-— .

2.8 polyvinyl chloride (PVC). A polymer of vinyl
chloride having in the chain the recurring structural
unit —CH; —CHCI— .

2.9 resin rubber. A compounded material based on natural
rubber and/or copolymer of styrene and butadiene, which
is reinforced with a high styrene content copolymer of
styrene and butadiene.

2.10 rubber. An elastic material derived from latex from
living plants, and/or from synthetic polymers.

2.11 textile. Originally a woven fabric but the term is now
applied to fibres, filaments, or yarns, natural or man-made,
and products made from them.

NOTE 1. For example, threads, cords, ropes, braids, lace,
embroidery, nets, and fabrics made by weaving, knitting, felting,
bonding, and tufting are textiles.

NOTE 2. Where textile materials are concerned, attention is drawn
to the relevant provision of the Trade Descriptions — The Textile
Products (Indication of Fibre Content) Regulations, 1986

(S.1. 1986, No. 26).

3 information to be made available at the
time of sale

3.1 Size

The shoe size and, where available, the width fitting shall
be clearly marked on the footwear by the methods
specified in 4.1, and if this size is not in the English system
the English size shall be made available.

NOTE. If the Mondopoint system of shoe size labelling is adopted
in accordance with BS 4981, this size should also be made available.

3.2 Brand name

The brand name, or other means of identification, shall be
clearly marked on the footwear by the methods specified

in 4.1. The brand name shall be traceable to a UK source.

NOTE 1. Traceability may be achieved by, for example, a UK
registered trademark.

NOTE 2. The attention of manufacturers is drawn to UK legislation
on marking the country of origin on goods, current at the time of
publication of this standard.

3.3 Materials of manufacture

3.3.1 Materials of the upper. The material of manufacture,
or the two principal materials of the upper, shall be
indicated using the terms in 3.3.3 by one of the methods
specified in 4.2.
Where the upper and the lining are made from materials of
the same generic type, then the material shall be indicated
without making a distinction between the outer upper and
lining. The appropriate label shall take the form:

‘leather upper’

where ‘coated leather’, or ‘laminated leather’, or ‘man-made’,

or ‘rubber’, or ‘textile’ can be substituted for ‘I@@cuments
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