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Foreword

This revision of BS 5866 : Part 3 has been prepared under the direction of the
Textiles and Clothing Standards Policy Committee and supersedes BS

5866: Part 3 : 1983 which is withdrawn. This edition introduces certain technical
changes, necessary in view of the publication of Part 4 of this standard.

BS 5866 specifies requirements for a range of blanket types suitable for use in
the public sector and is published in four Parts as follows:

Part 1. Specification for wool and wool/polyamide blankets
Part 2. Specification for cotton leno cellular blankets

Part 3. Specification for synthetic fibre cellular blankets
Part 4. Specification for flammability performance

In this Part, requirements are specified for synthetic fibre cellular blankets. The
principal change introduced by this edition is that flammability performance,
where required, now complies with Part 4 of BS 5866 which in turn has been
based on the methods of test given in BS 7175, taking into account behaviour in
both horizontal and vertical planes, reflecting the orientations which would be
used in real life situations.

BS 5866 covers only the basic description of the products and their construction
and performance requirements. Purchasing authorities therefore may need to
include additional information.

Many properties cannot be specified objectively and cannot therefore be included
in this standard. Examples of such properties include colour, handle, appearance
and details of additional design features. Public sector purchasing authorities
may be able to supply standard patterns which cover these properties and
thereby serve to resolve any ambiguities of description.

Appendix A gives methods of test.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity from
legal obligations. In particular, attention is drawn to Statutory Instrument 1986
No. 26, the Textile Products (Indications of Fibre Content) Regulations 1986.
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