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Foreword

This standard is a revision of BS 3030-3:1972. BS 3030-3 is therefore now 
withdrawn. The functional dimensions of sizes 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 conform to those 
given in ISO 5970:1979 within the limits specified in it.
ISO 5970 specifies seven sizes (sizemarks 0 to 6 inclusive). However, sizemarks 0 
and 6 are regarded as respectively too low and too high for schools in the 
United Kingdom. Thus it is possible to satisfy the 3 to 18 years age range in five 
ISO sizes (sizemarks 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5). However, to meet a requirement for a 
different distribution of sizes for the 5 to 9 years age range, sizemark 2.5 has been 
added and a reduction in heights of seat and table top of sizemark 2 permitted.
Guidance on the distribution of furniture sizes is given in Appendix A. A proposal 
for the definition of criteria G in Figure 1 is illustrated in Appendix B. This 
definition does not conflict with ISO 5970. Appendix A and Appendix B do not 
form a part of this specification.
Requirements for the strength and stability of these chairs and tables are 
specified in Parts 2 and 31) of this standard respectively.
Certification. Attention is drawn to the certification facilities described on the 
inside back cover of this standard.
A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i and ii, 
pages 1 to 8, an inside back cover and a back cover.
This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had 
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on the 
inside front cover.

1) Part 3 is in course of preparation.
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1 Scope
This Part of this British Standard specifies the 
functional dimensions and marking of chairs and 
tables for teaching and dining purposes and lecture 
and assembly halls in educational institutions. 
Requirements for the table top surfaces are also 
specified. It does not specify requirements for 
furniture for “special” schools, nor for adjustable 
furniture.

2 References
The titles of publications referred to in this standard 
are listed on page 8.

3 Fit of pupil to chair and table
There are many sitting postures that are adopted by 
pupils in schools. However, to assess the fit of a 
pupil to a chair and table it is necessary for the pupil 
to adopt the posture shown in Figure 1.

4 Dimensions
The dimensions of chairs and tables, according to 
their respective sizemarks, shall be in accordance 
with Table 1; attention should be paid to the notes 
accompanying the table. The key to the symbols 
denoting these dimensions is given in Figure 2.

Pupils adopt many sitting postures but the assessment of a good fit is the simultaneous satisfaction of the above seven criteria.

Figure 1 — Fit of pupil to chair and table
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