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BS 5874 : 1980

National foreword

This British Standard has been prepared under the direction of the General Electrotechnical Engineering Standards
Committee. It is identical with IEC 156 ‘Method for the determination of the electric strength of insulating oils’,
published by the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC).

Terminology and conventions. The text of the international standard has been approved as suitable for publication,
without deviation, as a British Standard. Some terminology and certain conventions are not identical with those used
in British Standards.

In clause 2 the unit ‘centistokes’ is used. It should be noted that the equivalent SI unit is ‘mm?2/s’ (1 cSt=1 mm?/s).

Scepe. 1EC Publication 156 contains no Scope clause. For the purposes of this British Standard, the following is to be
taken as the Scope clause. ‘

“This British Standard describes a method for the determination of the electric strength of insulating oil as a means of
assessing the extent of pollution by water and other suspended matter. The method is intended for use on unused oil
in order to determine the advisability of carrying out drying and filtration treatment on the oil before it is introduced
into electrical equipment.’

NOTE. The reference to a page number in the text is to the IEC page number.
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Amendment No. 1

published and effective from 30 March 1984
to BS 5874 : 1980

Method for determination of the
electric strength of insulating oils

—

Additional text

AMD 4487 National foreword

March 1284 At the end of the existing text, insert the following new paragraph:

‘Clarification. In clause 9, paragraph 2, it should be noted that it is permissible for the
circuit to be opened manually or automatically in the case of a transient spark.’.
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