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National foreword
This British Standard is identical with IEC Publication 641-1 ‘Specification for pressboard and presspaper for
electrical purposes Part 1: Definitions and general requirements’ published in 1979 by the International
Electrotechnical Commission (IEC). This British Standard is published under the direction of the General
Electrotechnical Engineering Standards Committee.
The other Parts of this British Standard are as follows:
Part 2 Methods of test
Part 3 Specifications for individual materials (see note).
It is the intention that BS 5937 will ultimately replace BS 231 : 1975 ‘Pressboard for electrical purposes’ and
BS 3255 : 1975 ‘Presspaper for electrical purposes’. A decision on withdrawal of these standards will be taken after
the publication of Part 3 ‘Specifications for individual materials’.
NOTE. Part 3 of this standard is still under consideration in the technical committee concerned.
Terminology and conventions. The text of the international standard has been approved as suitable for
publication, without deviation, as a British Standard. Some terminology and certain conventions are not identical
with those used in British Standards; attention is especially drawn to the following.
Where, in the introduction, the words ‘standard is one of a series which’ appear, they should be read as ‘Part of this
British Standard’. In sentences 3 and 4 of the Introduction, the word ‘series’ should be read as ‘British Standard’.
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British Standard
Pressboard and presspaper
for electrical purposes

Part 1. Definitions and general requirements

INTRODUCTION

This standard is one of a series which deals with solid pressboard and presspaper, dyed or natural
coloured, having a calendered or non-calendered finish and supplied in an unimpregnated con-
dition.

Pre-compressed pressboard is included.

The series does not deal with strawboard or laminated material (made by combining two or more
thicknesses of material with an adhesive).

The series will have three parts describing:

Definitions and general requirements.
Methods of test.

Specifications for individual materials.
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1. Scope

This part of the specification contains definitions related to a classification of, and the general
requirements to be fulfilled by pressboard and presspaper for electrical purposes.

2. Definitions

Pressboard

Board made normally on an intermittent board machine from pulp made entirely from veg-
etable origin of high chemical purity. It is characterized by its relatively high density, even
thickness, surface smoothness, high mechanical strength, flexibility and electrical insulating
properties. For some purposes, the surface may be textured.

Calendered pressboard

Pressboard which is subsequently calendered.

Pre-compressed pressboard

Pressboard to which heat has been applied during pressing.

Presspaper

Multilayer paper made by a continuous process from pulp entirely from vegetable origin and of
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