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Foreword

This British Standard code of practice has been prepared
under the direction of the Furniture and Household
Equipment Standards Committee and is a revision of

BS 5979 : 1981 which is withdrawn. '

Recommendations for remote centres are now given in a
code of practice since it is acknowledged that remote
centres are more frequently created by the conversion of
existing buildings than purpose-built as new structures.

The recommendations in this code of practice are
concerned primarily with the security of remote centre
premises, equipment, personnel and information; it is
recognized that additional considerations will be required
in the construction and operation of a remote centre and
atfention is drawn to relevant Building, Fire and Wiring
Regulations. o

Requirements for direct line signalling systems are no - ‘
longer included in BS 5979 but will be published separately.
as a British Standard for intruder alarm transmission,
currently in preparation. : '
The main business of a central station is the receipt,
processing, recording and éohtrolling of signals from
remote alarm systems and the passing of the alarm signals
received from such systems to an appropriate emergency
service, although a central station may also be used for
the monitoring and for the setting and unsetting of
‘individual systems. . :
A central station shares the risk of all alarm systems
connected to it and this demands that the security of the
building and of operations therein are of a very high
standard. The reliability of central station and signalling
equipment is critical and it is essential that the design,
construction and location of such equipment take due

. account of this,

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself
confer immunity from legal obligations. _ .
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