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BS 6068 : Section 1.1 : 1987

National foreword

This Section of BS 6068 has been prepared under the direction of the Environment and Pollution Standards Committee and
is identical with the English text of ISO 6107/1-1986 ‘Water quality — Vocabulary — Part 1°. The international standard
was prepared by subcommittee 1, Terminology, of Technical Committee 147, Water quality, of the International
Organization for Standardization (ISO) with the active participation and approval of the UK.

This Section of BS 6068 is a revision of the 1982 edition of BS 6068 : Section 1.1, which implemented the 1980 edition

of ISO 6107/1. In the present edition several minor technical changes have been incorporated into some of the entries,
namely 2.5, 2.6, 2.15, 2.27 and 2.40.1.1.

This British Standard is being published in a series of Parts subdivided into Sections that will generally correspond to
particular international standards. Sections are being, or will be, published in Parts 1 to 6, which, together with Part 0,
are listed below.

Part 0. Introduction

Part 1. Glossary

Part 2. Physical, chemical and biochemical methods
Part 3. Radiological methods

Part 4. Microbiological methods

Part 5. Biological methods

Part 6. Sampling

Section 1.2 of the glossary covers additional terms relating to types of water and the treatment and storage of water and
waste water as well as terms used in the sampling and analysis of water. Sections 1.3, 1.4, 1.5 and 1.6 include definitions
for further water quality terms presented in alphabetical order. Further Parts of the international Vocabulary are in the
course of preparation by ISO and when published they will be implemented as further Sections of this Part of BS 6068.
The intention is to combine eventually the separate Sections into one glossary with the terms in alphabetical order.

Terms relating to the treatment of water used in steam generation have been defined in appendices to BS 1170 and

BS 2486.

Terminology and conventions. The English text of the international standard ™ has been approved as suitable for publication
as a British Standard without deviation. Some terminology and certain conventions are not identical with those used in
British Standards; attention is drawn especially to the following.

Wherever the words ‘this International Standard’ appear, referring to this standard, they should be read as ‘this Section of
BS 6068'.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity from legal obligations.
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0.1 Introduction

The definitions in this vocabulary have been formulated to pro-
vide standardized terminology for the characterization of water
quality. Terms included in this vocabulary may be identical to
those contained in vocabularies published by other inter-
national organizations but the definitions may differ because
they have been drafted for different objectives.

0.2 Scope and field of application

This International Standard defines terms used in certain fields
of water quality characterization.

The terms and definitions are grouped under the following main
headings:

1 Terms relating to types of water

2 Terms relating to treatment and storage of water and waste
water.

NOTE — In addition to the terms and definitions in the three official
ISO languages (English, French and Russian), this International Stan-
dard gives the equivalent terms and their definitions in the German
language; these have been included at the request of ISO Technical
Committee ISO/TC 147 and are published under the responsibility of
the member bodies for the Federal Republic of Germany (DIN), Austria
(ON) and Switzerland (SNV). However, only the terms and definitions
in the official languages can be considered as ISO terms and defi-
nitions.

1 Terms relating to types of water

1.1 Raw water
1.1.1 raw water: Water which has received no treatment
whatsoever, or water entering a plant for further treatment.

1.1.2 epilimnion: The water above the thermocline (1.1.10)
in a stratified body of water.

1.1.3 ground water: Water which is being held in, and can
usually be recovered from, or via, an underground formation.

1.1.4 hypolimnion: The water below the thermocline

(1.1.10) in a stratified body of water.

1.1.5 oligotrophic: Description of a body of water, poor in
nutrients and containing many species of aquatic organisms,
each of which is present in relatively small numbers. This body
of water is characterized by high transparency, a high concen-
tration of oxygen in the upper layer, and by bottom deposits
which are usually coloured in shades of brown and contain only
small amounts of organic matter.

Full document details: BS 6068-1-1.1:1987

BS 6068 : Section 1.1 : 1987

1.1.6 rain water: Water arising from atmospheric precipi-
tation, which has not yet collected soluble matter from the
earth.

1.1.7 storm water; storm water run-off: Surface water
draining to a watercourse as a result of heavy rainfall.

1.1.7.1 storm sewage: A mixture of sewage and the surface
water arising from heavy rainfall or melting snow (ice).

1.1.8 stratification: The existence or formation of distinct
layers in a body of water identified by thermal or salinity
characteristics or by differences in oxygen or nutrient content.

1.1.9 surface water: Water which flows over, or rests on,
the surface of a land mass.

1.1.10 thermocline: The layer in a thermally stratified body
of water in which the temperature gradient is at a maximum.

1.2 Waste water

1.2.1 waste water: Water discharged after being used in, or
produced by, a process, and which is of no further immediate
value to that process.

1.2.2 benthic deposit: An accumulation on the bed of a
watercourse or lake or the sea of deposits, possibly containing
organic matter and arising from such causes as natural erosion,
biological processes or discharge of waste water.

1.2.3 detritus: In a biological context, organic particulate
matter. In the context of sewage treatment practice, coarse
debris denser than water but capable of being transported in
moving water.

1.2.4 effluent: Water or waste water discharge from a con-
taining space such as a treatment plant, industrial process or
lagoon.

1.2.5 sewage: The water-borne wastes of a community.

1.25.1 raw sewage: Untreated sewage.

1.2.5.2 treated sewage: Sewage that has received partial or
complete treatment for the removal and mineralization of
organic and other material.
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