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National foreword

This Section of this British Standard, which has been prepared under the 
direction of the Environment and Pollution Standards Committee, is identical 
with ISO 6703-4:1985 “Water quality — Determination of cyanide — 
Part 4: Determination of cyanide by diffusion at pH 6”. The International 
Standard was prepared by subcommittee 2, Physical, chemical and biochemical 
methods, of Technical Committee 147, Water quality, of the International 
Organization for Standardization (ISO) as a result of discussion in which the UK 
participated.
This British Standard is being published in a series of Parts subdivided into 
Sections that will generally correspond to particular International Standards. 
Sections are being, or will be, published in Parts 1 to 6, which, together with 
Part 0, are listed below.

— Part 0: Introduction;
— Part 1: Glossary;
— Part 2: Physical, chemical and biochemical methods;
— Part 3: Radiological methods;
— Part 4: Microbiological methods;
— Part 5: Biological methods;
— Part 6: Sampling.

Terminology and conventions. The text of the International Standard has 
been approved as suitable for publication as a British Standard without 
deviation. Some terminology and certain conventions are not identical with those 
used in British Standards; attention is drawn especially to the following.
The comma has been used as a decimal marker. In British Standards it is current 
practice to use a full point on the baseline as the decimal marker.
Wherever the words “International Standard” or “part of ISO 6703” appear, 
referring to this standard, they should be read as “British Standard” or “Section 
of BS 6068” respectively.
In British Standards it is current practice to use the symbol “L” for litre (and its 
submultiples) rather than “l” and to use the spelling “sulphur”, etc., instead of 
“sulfur”, etc. 

ISO 6703-1:1984 and ISO 6703-2:1984 are referred to in clause 0 for information 
only. Accordingly, the validity of this standard is not affected. British Standards 
related to ISO 6703-1 and ISO 6703-2 are BS 6068-2.17 and BS 6068-2.18 
respectively.
Textual errors. When adopting the text of the International Standard, the 
following textual errors were discovered. They have been marked in the text and 
have been reported to ISO in a proposal to amend the text of the International 
Standard.

a) In clause 1, line 1, the word “detemination” should read “determination”.
b) In 4.7.2, paragraph 2, the last sentence should read “Standardize the 
solution immediately before use or daily, if many determinations are carried 
out on a single day, as follows.”

Cross-references

International Standard Corresponding British Standard

BS 6068 Water quality:
Part 2 Physical, chemical and biochemical methods

ISO 6703-3:1984 Section 2.19:1986 Method for determination of 
cyanogen chloride
(Identical)
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Additional information
a) The carrier gas referred to in the last line of clause 0, paragraph 3, is air.
b) It is difficult to stir solutions in volumetric flasks and dissolution of the 
sodium hydroxide referred to in 4.1 may be facilitated by shaking the flask or 
swirling the contents of the flask.
c) It is understood that in 8.2, the term “type II reagent water” refers to 
distilled water, and “water of choice” and “selected water media” are various 
samples of water of USA origin.

Attention is drawn to the toxicity of cyanide and to the need to take extreme care 
when handling cyanides and their solutions.
Carry out all operations in a fume cupboard. Avoid contact with the skin and eyes. 
When pipetting, always use a safety pipette (pipette by bulb). Detoxify samples 
and solutions containing cyanides in accordance with local official regulations.
Other chemicals specified in this part of ISO 6703 are also hazardous, for example 
pyridine.
A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i to iv, 
pages 1 to 6, an inside back cover and a back cover.
This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had 
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on the 
inside front cover.
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