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National foreword

This revision of BS 6153 has been prepared under the
direction of the Health Care Standards Committee and is
identical with ISO 5364-1986 'Oropharyngeal airways’,
prepared under the direction of Technical Committee 121,
Anaesthetic and respiratory equipment, and published by
the International Organization for Standardization (1SO). It
includes minor changes made to the previous edition of
1SO 5364 following review by ISO/TC 121. It supersedes
BS 6153 : 1982, which is withdrawn.

Terminology and conventions. The text of the
international standard has been approved as suitable for
publication as a British Standard without deviation. Some
terminology and certain conventions are not identical with
those used in British Standards; attention is drawn
especially to the following.
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The comma has been used as a decimal marker. {n British
Standards it is current practice to use a full point on the
baseline as the decimal marker.

Wherever the words ‘International Standard’ appear,
referring to this standard, they should be read as ‘British
Standard’.

Cross-references

International standard Corresponding British Standard

1ISO 4135-1979 BS 6015: 1980 Glossary of terms
used in anaesthesiology
(Identical)

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself
confer immunity from legal obligations.
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BS 61563: 1987

British Standard Specification for

Oropharyngeal airways

0 Introduction

Because of wide variations in the size and anatomical con-
figuration of the human oropharynx, various conditions of use,
user preferences and cost, a reasonable latitude which does not
decrease safety or serviceability of oropharyngeal airways
seems desirable. Therefore, it is not the intent of this Inter-
national Standard to prescribe an exact design with narrow
limits of dimensions and tolerances, which would preclude
serviceability or deter future development.

1 Scope and field of application
This International Standard specifies the size designation and
certain basic requirements for oropharyngeal airways which
may include but are not limited to the following types :

— Guedel's

— Phillip’s

— Water's

2 Definitions

2.1 oropharyngeal airway : Device intended to maintain
the patency of the respiratory passages through the oral cavity
and pharynx.1)

2.2 pharyngeal end : That end of the oropharyngeal airway
which is intended to be inserted into the patient’s oropharynx.

2.3 buccal end; flanged end: That end of the
oropharyngeal airway which is flanged and is expected to fit
between the teeth or gums at the lips.

1) Definition taken from ISO 4135, Anaesthesiology — Vocabulary.

Full document details: BS 6153:1987

3 Size designation

The size of oropharyngeal airways shall be designated by a
number giving the nominal length, L, expressed in centimetres
in accordance with the table. See figure 1.

4 Materials

4.1 Oropharyngeal airways may be manufactured from
plastics or elastomeric materials or from combinations of these
materials. A metal insert may be present (see figure 1).

NOTE — The user is reminded of the frequent association of trauma
with metal oropharyngeal airways. Teeth are particularly subject to
trauma from oropharyngeal airways.

4.2 Al materials shall be non-toxic and compatible with the
human tissues with which they are intended to be used.

4.3 Al materials shall be resistant to changes or deterioration
caused by anaesthetic gases and vapours, commonly used
water-soluble lubricants and topical anaesthetics.

4.4 When a metal insert is used, it shall be of a suitable
corrosion-resisting type or finished with a durable corrosion-
resisting finish.

4.5 Unless the airway is intended for a single use, it shall be
made of material capable of being resterilized.

5 Design

5.1 The airway shall have sufficient rigidity to keep the base
of the patient’s tongue in a forward position while the airway is
in use.

5.2 The airway shall have sufficient rigidity at the buccal

(flanged) end, by use of an insert if necessary, to prevent col-
lapse when bitten by the patient.
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