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Foreword

This British Standard, which has been prepared under the
direction of the Building Services Standards Committee,
was proposed by the Domestic Coal Consumers’ Council to
deal with problems experienced in delivering domestic fuel
into household bunkers, in its satisfactory storage and ease
of extraction, and, in particular, to ensure that fuel
delivered in good condition is not adversely affected by
weather during storage.

This standard deals not only with the questions of
weatherproofness, strength and stability, but also with the
question of dimensions from both users’ and suppliers’
view points, |t also specifies suitable constructional
materials and design features and general advice is given in
appendix E on choice of capacity and on installation.

While it is desirable that prefabricated bunkers should be
sturdily constructed, it should be borne in mind that
generally their sectional construction means that sections
need to be manhandled into position. A compromise
between mass for strength and stability, and lightness for
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handling, should therefore be sought by the manufacturer,
although this standard does not attempt to specify upper
limits of mass for the components.

Although the standard has been written primarily with
single compartment bunkers in mind, the provisions in it
are equally applicable to multi-compartment units which
are often necessary when more than one type of solid fuel
is commonly used.

In certain areas there is a recognized security probiem in
the storage of fuel arising from the activities of thieves and
vandals or resulting from the bunkers being placed in very
exposed sites. In such areas the sturdier forms of
construction, with lockable openings, should be used.

It has not been found possible to specify in this standard
either locking or fastening details, because of the wide
variety of satisfactory designs, or an economical design of
lid heavy enough to stay closed in all site and wind
conditions.
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British Standard Specification for

Prefabricated sectional storage bunkers

for domestic solid fuel

Section one. General

1. Scope

This British Standard specifies the requirements for
free-standing prefabricated sectional solid fuel storage
bunkers for positioning outside domestic dwellings and
other premises using domestic solid fuel appliances. It does
not deal with the construction of internal fue! stores
integral with a dwelling, though the same general principles
relating to dimensions for fuel delivery, storage capacity
and means of extraction would apply.

2. References

The titles of the standards publications referred to in this
standard are listed on the inside back cover.

Section two. Design and performance
requirements

3. Design

3.1 The sill at the front of the top opening of a bunker
shall be not higher than 1.4 m.

3.2 The opening(s) in the top of the bunker of whatever
shape, e.g. circular, square, oblong, shall be of minimum
dimension at least 600 mm and so located that the
horizontal distance (+) between any edge of an opening
and any wall of the bunker shall not exceed 600 mm as
illustrated in figure 1.

3.3 The top, including any fid{(s), shall be capable of
passing the test for impact resistance given in appendix A,
without breakage or damage.

*Approximately 6 shovels full of the fuel.

3.4 The lid shall close s0 as to leave no gap greater than

5 mm in depth between itself and the bunker, unless the
{id is fitted with a dropped edge or frame extending to a
minimum of 25 mm below any such gap. If such a dropped
edge or frame is fitted, the gap between this and the
vertical wall of the bunker shall not exceed 10 mm.

3.5 The front-to-back internal dimension of the bunker
shall not exceed 900 mm.

3.6 The top of the bunker shall slope to shed rainwater.
3.7 The base of the bunker shall be provided with means
of drainage. '

3.8 One or more closeable opening(s) shall be provided at
the bottom front of the bunker for the purpose of
extracting the fuel. The height of an opening shall be such
as to allow fuel to be easily extracted, the total width of

“opening(s) shall be not less than 33 % of the internal width

of the bunker and the width of any one opening shall be
not less than 400 mm. An opening shall be so designed that
when the bunker is filled with bituminous coal of a size
described by the National Coal Board as ‘Doubles/Nuts’,
the initial run of fuel when the opening is opened is
confined to an area which extends no more than 160 mm
in any direction from the front face of the bunker.

After extraction of 10 kg*, it shall be possible to close an
opening without undue effort by means of the closure
device.

The closure device shall be provided with means of holding
it open during extraction of fuel.

3.9 The bunker, and the base if this is supplied with it,
shall be so constructed as to carry the nominal storage
capacity plus 30 % overload without damage.

3.10 All component parts of the bunker shall lock or bolt
together easily and securely, and shall when assembled be
free from hazardous projections and sharp edges.
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