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This British Standard is published under the direction of

the Cement, Gypsum, Aggregates and Quarry Products

Standards Committee.

The increased use of dry lining techniques has led to the

introduction of a wide variety of jointing tapes and

compounds the compatibility and quality of which are

essential if a satisfactory finish is to .be achieved.. .--

The users should assure themselves of the compatibility of

the jointing compound and tape. When the bedding
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compound and tape are tested by the method of appendix L
the tape should not separate cleanly from the compound
over more than 30 % of the test area,

Used correctly, i.e. according to the manufacturer's
instructions, materials complying with the requirements of
this standard should be capable of producing a satisfactory
finish under the site conditions normally prevailing-in the
UK. Extreme temperature and humidity conditions wil
have an adverse effect on the finish.
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British Standard Specification for

Jointing materials for plasterboard

1. Scope

This British Standard specifies requirements for jointing
compounds and tapes for use with tapered edge gypsum
wallboard and ptank complying with the requirements of
BS 1230. The standard covers materials for hand and
machine applied jointing applications. Jointing materials
for heated ceilings or heated wall linings are excluded.
NOTE. Where textured finishes are to be applied, the manufacturer

of the textured finish should be consulted as to the types of jointing
materials to be used.

2. References

The titles of the standards publications referred to in this
standard are listed on the inside back cover.

3. Definitions

For the purposes of this British Standard the following
definitions apply.

3.1 bedding compound. Jointing compound {in powder or
ready-mixed form} for application directly to the
plasterboard and in which the jointing tape is bedded and
covered.

3.2 finishing compound. Jointing compound {in powder or
ready-mixed form) for application over the bedding
compound in one or more applications and which forms the
final finished surface of the joint.

3.3 dual-purpose compound. Jointing compound {in
powder or ready-mixed form) suitable for both bedding
and finishing.

3.4 multi-purpose compound. Jointing compound (in
powder or ready-mixed form) suitable for hand and
machine application and both bedding and finishing.

3.5 jointing tape. A strip of reinforcing material designed
to be embedded in the bedding compound to reinforce the
joint.

4, Classification

The types of products dealt with in this standard are as
follows:

Type 1 Bedding compound

Type 2 Finishing compound

Type 3 Dual-purpose compound

Type 4 Multi-purpose compound

Type b Jointing tape
Each type of jointing compounds are d|V|ded into the
following classes:

Class A. Non- settmg compound which hardens only by
drying.

Class B. Gypsum based setting material.

NOTE. Class A finishing compound can be used over class B bedding
compound. Class B finishing compound should not be used over
class A bedding compound and should not be used for machine
application.

5. Requirements

5.1 General. Bedding compound shall comply with the
requirements of 5.3. Finishing compound shall comply with
the requirements of 5.4. Dual-purpose.and multi-purpose
compound shall comply with the requirements of 5.3

and 5.4, '

Jointing tape shall comply with the requirements of 5.5,
NOTE. The user should satisfy himself that the bedding compound
and jointing tape are compatible {see foreword).

5.2 Form of supply. Jointing compoundsin powder form
shall be supplied in bags. Ready-mixed jointing compounds
shall be supplied in containers. Jointing tapes shall be
supplied in rolls packed in boxes.

5.3 Bedding compound

5.3.1 Adhesion. When the compound is tested by the
method of appendix A, it shall not separate cleanly from
the paper over more than 30 % of the test area.

5.3.2 Putrefaction. When the compound is tested by the
method of appendix B there shall be no evidence of
putrefaction within 4 days.

5.3.3 Shrinkage {class A compounds only). When the
compound is tested by the method of appendix C the
shrinkage shall be not greater than 35 %.

5.3.4 Setting time (class B compounds only). When the
compound is tested by the method of appendix D the
setting time shall be not less than 40 min and not more
than 3 h.

5.4 Finishing compound

5.4.1 Resistance to cracking, When the compound is tested
by the method of appendix E there shall be no cracks in the
thinner half of the wedge and no deep fissure cracks in the
thicker half of the wedge.

5.4.2 Putrefaction. When the compound is tested by the
method of appendix B there shall be no evidence of
putrefaction within 4 days.

5.4.3 Shrinkage (class A compounds only). When the
compound is tested by the method of appendix C the
shrinkage shall be not greater than 35 %.

5.4.4 Freedom from coarse particles. When the cdmpound
is tested by the method of appeBx F the mass ret ined on’
a b00 pm sieve shall be npt grea nis
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5.4.5 Resistance to abrasion. When the compound is tested
by the method of appendix G the volume of material
abraded shall be in the range 1.5 ml to 3.0 ml.

5.5 Jointing tape

5.5.1 Width. When the tape is tested by the method of
appendix H the width shall be not less than 45 mm and not
more than 60 mm, The width of the tape in individual rolls
shall not vary by more than 1 mm.

6.8.2 Thickness. When the tape is tested by the method
given in BS 3983 : Part 2 the thickness shall be not greater
than 0.30 mm.

6.5.3 Dimensional stability. When the tape is tested by the
method of appendix J the dimensional change in the length
and width directions shall be not greater than 0.4 %

and 2.6 % respectively.

5.5.4 Breaking strength. When the tape is tested by the
method of appendix K the breaking strength shall be not
less than 4.5 N/mm width,

6. Sampling

Two unopened bags or containers shall be taken from each
consignment of jointing compound. One bag or container
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shali be retained by the user for 28 days. Two rolls shall be
taken from each consignment of jointing tape. One roll shall
be retained by the user for 28 days.

7. Marking
Each bag, container, or box shall be clearly marked with
the following:
{a} the number of this British Standard, i.e. BS 6214%;
(b) the type and classification of the contents (see
clause 4);
(c) the quantity;
(d) the name or trade symbol of the manufacturer;

(e) the number of the manufacturer’s batch constituting
a unit of production;

(f) the date of manufacture.

Where a jointing compound is not suitable for machine
application this shall be stated.

*Marking BS 6214 on or in relation to a product is a claim by the manufacturer that the product has been manufactured in accordance
with the requirements of the standard. The accuracy of such a claim is therefore solely the manufacturer’s responsibility. Enquiries as to
the availability of third party certification to support such claims should be addressed to the Director, Quality Assurance Division, British
Standards Institution, Maylands Avenue, Hemel Hempstead, Herts HP2 48Q in the case of certification marks administered by BSIBBCU ments

the appropriate authority for other certification marks,
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