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Foreword

This British Standard has been prepared under the direction 12 m in height, i.e. normal three storey construction. It is
of the Elements and Components (of Diverse Materials) for  possible to use mineral fibre satisfactorily for the cavity

Buildings Standards Committee. wall insulation of buildings having walls exceeding 12 m in
The calculation of the driving rain index is not necessary height but the nature of the structure and the exposure
when mineral fibre is used in cavity walls not exceeding conditions need to be considered.
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BS 6232 : Part 2 : 1982

British Standard

Thermal insulation of cavity walls by filling
with blown man-made mineral fibre

Part 2. Code of practice for installation of blown man-made mineral fibre in cavity walls

with masonry and/or concrete leaves

1. Scope

This code of practice gives recommendations for the
installation of blown man-made mineral fibre as thermal
insulation in new and existing cavity walls up to 12 m in
height (i.e. normal three storey construction) where the
leaves are constructed of brick, block, natural stone, cast
stone or concrete. It gives criteria for suitability of walls
and indicates essential precautions and procedures for the
filling process.

This code does not cover walls where structural frames
bridge the cavity vertically.

2. References

The titles of the standards publications referred to in this
code are listed on the inside back cover.

3. Definitions

For the purposes of this code, the definitions given in
BS 3589 and CP 121 : Part 1 apply, together with the
following.

3.1 man-made mineral fibre (mineral fibre). A generic
term for all man-made non-metallic inorganic fibres.

3.2 system. A particular mineral fibre used in a defined
type of blowing machine fitted with a blowing hose, a
defined nozzle and a means of monitoring the flow of
fibre into the wall.

3.3 blowing hole. A hole cut or formed in the inner or
outer leaf of a wall or test panel through which the
mineral fibre is blown into the cavity.

4. Assessment of buildings with external
cavity walls

4.1 General. Blown mineral fibre insulation may be used
in any exposure conditions.

Installation should only be carried out if the building is
satisfactory in each of the respects described in 4.2 to 4.6.

4.2 Height of wall. The cavity wall should not exceed 12 m
in height measured from the lowest horizontal damp-proof
course (d.p.c.) above ground level to its highest point.
4.3 Condition of cavity walls. The cavity walls to be filled
should be structurally sound.
The outer leaf should be reasonably free from:

(a) cracking;

(b) defective mortar;

(c) damaged rendering;

(d) spalled bricks;

(e) discharge of water from building features.

Full document details: BS 6232-2:1982

Gutters, downpipes, overflows, etc. should be in good order.

The inner leaf should be free of dampness other than that
due to condensation.

There should be a continuous cavity at least 40 mm in
width for the whole of the wall to be filled, although cavity
walls where the cavity width is less than 40 mm at isolated
points are acceptable. Particular attention should be given
to ensure that random rubble walls are satisfactory in

this respect.

4.4 Protection of cavities. The tops of all cavities should
be closed or sealed.

Where the fill will come up to the underside of a feature,
e.g. sill, floor slab or roof, it is essential that this feature
should not permit water to penetrate the cavity at that
level, since otherwise the top surface of the mineral fibre
could act as a bridge for water to cross the cavity.

4.5 Recent construction. Where less than three years has
elapsed since first occupancy, not only should the building
meet the recommendations of 4.2 to 4.4 but also it should
have been designed and built following the recommenda-
tions of the appropriate codes, such as BS 5390, CP110o0r
CP 121 : Part 1.

NOTE. This subclause is intended to apply to buildings that have not
been in use long enough for defects in design and construction to
become apparent.

4.6 Buildings under construction

4.6.1 Buildings under construction should be designed and
built following the recommendations of appropriate codes,
such as BS 5390, CP 110 or CP 121 : Part 1.

4.6.2 The roof should be in place and all openings into the
cavity closed permanently.

5. Pre-installation measures

Before installation of mineral fibre insulation begins, the
following preliminary measures are essential.
(a) All flues to combustion appliances passing through or
adjacent to the cavity in walls should be tested as
described in appendix A.
(b) Where a cavity is used as a source of combustion air
or as a means of ventilation (e.g. in timber structures for
suspended timber floors or flat roofs) or wrongly used
as a flue, suitable trunking or other devices should be
installed to maintain adequate air or flue gas flow.
(c) Air-bricks that ventilate a subfloor, room, loft, etc.
or that provide combustion air, if not adequately
sleeved, should be trunked to prevent blockage by the
mineral fibre.
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