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Foreword

This Part of BS 6328 has been prepared under the direction of the
Telecommunications Standards Policy Committee. It forms one of a series of
British Standards that is being produced following the commencement of
liberalization in October 1981 of the supply of certain telecommunications
apparatus within the United Kingdom.

This series of standards will include product specifications giving particular
requirements for individual items of apparatus, together with standards covering
general requirements for connection of apparatus to various public
telecommunication systems (i.e. any telecommunication system designated as a
public telecommunication system by an order made under Section 9 of the
Telecommunications Act 1984). At the present time, these systems include the
public switched telephone networks, the telex networks, the packet switching
network, and leased private circuits run by British Telecommunications ple,
Kingston Communications (Hull) plc and Mercury Communications Ltd.

The requirements specified in the standards also apply to certain forms of
‘indirect’ connection of apparatus to public telecommunications systems.
Because of the wording of Section 4(6) of the Telecommunications Act 1984,
‘ndirect’ connection is referred to in these standards as connection to a relevant
branch telecommunication system that is not itself a public telecommunication
system, but is connected to one or more such systems.

The requirements specified in the standards are intended to ensure that
apparatus complying with them, when connected to public or branch
telecommunication systems, will neither adversely affect any public system nor
interfere with the service available to other users of public telecommunication
systems. The standards include safety requirements only for the protection of
personnel operating the public telecommunication system.

Private circuits run by British Telecommunications ple, Kingston
Communications (Hull) plc and Mercury Communications Ltd. are classified into
the following groups:

(a) speechband circuits;

(b) baseband circuits;

(¢) direct current circuits;

(d) telegraph circuits using SCVF signalling;

(e) wideband (FDM) circuits;

(f) programme circuits;

(@) digital circuits.
This Part of BS 6328 deals with digital circuits according to CCITT
Recommendation X.21 bis. BS 6328 : Part 8 deals with digital circuits according to
CCITT G-series Recommendations.

Other Parts of this standard cover apparatus for connection to other private
circuits.

Information on the circuits of British Telecommunications plc,

Kingston Communications (Hull) plc and Mercury Communications Litd. is
available from those organizations, The private circuits, to which apparatus
complying with this Part of BS 6328 may be connected, operate at several
different rates with CCITT Recommendation X.21 bis interfaces. For the
purposes of defining technical requirements these data rates and interfaces are
grouped into ‘service categories’. Identical technical requirements apply to all
the data rates within any one service category. British Telecommunications plc,
Kingston Communications (Hull) plc and Mercury Communications Ltd. do not
necessarily offer services at all the data rates within a particular service category.
Users should consult these operators for appropriate details of the services
offered by each.
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