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Foreword .

This Part of BS 6344 has been prepared under the direction
of the Personal Safety Equipment Standards Committee,

At the time of publication of this standard, no corresponding
international standard exists.

Although the requirements of the standard are concerned
primarily with physical characteristics and hygiene,

the standard specifies a minimum level of assumed
protection and also calls for Information about the
attenuation provided by the ear plug, as measured in
accordance with BS 5108, to be provided to assist

purchasers in selecting the most appropriate type of ear

plug for their needs.

In view of the difficulty in relating limited anthropometric

information on ear canal sizes to the geometry of ear plugs,

the assessment of size {as required by clause 10) is

restricted to the assignment of nominal size designations .
according to the method described in appendix B. It is

thereby in part intended to encourage the awareness of

the importance of size when using ear plugs and to

stimulate the further development of sizing methods.

The standard also requires manufacturers to make available
details of the size range of ear plugs being offered and to
provide instructions for their fitting and use.

Because there is as yet no accepted objective method of
test for the acoustic performance of ear plugs, the approach
taken to the range of requirements in this Part of BS 6344
differs from that adopted for the specification for ear muffs
in BS 6344 : Part 1.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself
confer immunity from legal obligations.
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