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Foreword

This British Standard has been prepared under the direction
of the Personal Safety Equipment Standards Committee.

it replaces BS 3686 which is withdrawn. BS 3686,
published in 1963, was drawn up at the request of the
British Horse Society, the Pony Club and others interested
in horse and pony riding. The purpose of a protective hat
for horse and pony riders is to protect the wearer from an
impact to the head caused by the wearer being thrown from
a horse or being kicked on the head by a horse. The
protection given by a hat depends upon the circumstances
of the accident and wearing a hat cannot always prevent
death or long term disability.

When considering the revision of BS 3686, two important
factors were taken into account, first the need to improve
the protection provided by a protective hat and secondly
to take into account the wearer’s acceptability of the hat.
The second point was one which had to be-considered for
if the improved hats were excessively heavy they could
prove to be unacceptable to riders, especially children who
often wear hats for several hours at a time. Where a greater
degree of protection is required, e.g. for cross country
riding, the use of a jockey’s cap complying with BS 4472
should be considered.
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This British Standard incorporates more stringent require-
ments for shock absorption and chin strap strength,
specifies the extent of protection and also requires all hats
incorporating a draw-lace to be tested with the draw-lace
in the least effective position, i.e. undone.

Because of the considerable difference in scope between
the 1963 edition of this standard and the present revision
a new BS number has been allocated.

Requirements for side impacts are not specifically included
although by the design of the hat some protection is
afforded against such impacts. Test methods are still being
developed and medical implications on the effect and
severity of side impacts are still being investigated.
Therefore the committee decided that performance
requirements for side impacts would be included only
when all the relevant information is available.

It is important that protective hats are properly selected
and maintained. Advice on this is given in appendix F.

Certification. Attention is drawn to the certification
facilities described on the inside back cover.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself
confer immunity from legal obligations.
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AMD 5423

=

Amendment No. 2
published and effective from 31 December 1986
to BS 6473 : 1984

Specification for protective hats
for horse and pony riders

=

Revised text

AMD 5423 Foreword

December 1986 Delete entirely paragraph 5, beginning ‘Requirements for side impacts . . . ' and ending
‘is available.’

AMD 5423 Clause 5.1 Shock absorption

December 1986 In line 2 delete ‘neither’ and substitute ‘none’.

In lines 3 and 4 delete ‘and at the back’ and substitute ‘, at the back and at either side’.

AMD 5423 Clause 5.3 Chin strap

December 1986 In line 2 delete ‘375 + 5 mm’ and substitute ‘300 £ 5 mm (including the thickness
of the foam pad)’.
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AMD 5423 Clause B.2.2 Headform and headform mounting column
December 1986 Delete the existing text entirely (including note) and substitute the following:

‘The headform mounting column supports the headform so
that the central vertical axis of the headform is inclined at

60° to the plane of the guide wires and so that the point Z of

the headform, as defined in BS 6489, is in the plane of the
guide wires and centrally between them. The headform can
then be rotated about its central vertical axis and clamped

to present the required impact site to the striker.

NOTE. Any intermediate position between the front, side and
rear impact sites can also be set.’

AMD 5423 Clause B.2.5 Impact sites

i Delete the existing clause entirely and substitute the following:

‘B.2.5 /mpact sites. Position and clamp the headform to
present the front, rear or side impact sites to the striker as

required.’
AMD 5423 Clause C.2 Apparatus
December 1986 . L. i +0.02
In the list of characteristics of the striker delete ‘Mass 0.5 _0'00 kg’
. +0.02, , '
and substitute ‘Mass 1.8 -0.00 kg'.

Delete ‘Angle of point 36 £ 0.5 °* and substitute ‘Angle of point 60 + 0.5 °".
Delete ‘Diameter 18.0 £ 1.0 mm’ and substitute ‘Diameter 32.0 + 1.0 mm’.
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