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National foreword

This Part of this British Standard has been prepared under the direction of the Documentation Standards Committee.

It is identical with 1SO 6438 ‘Documentation — African coded character set for bibliographic information interchange’,
which was developed by Technical Committee ISO/TC 46, Documentation, and was published in 1983 by the
International Organization for Standardization (1SO).

Terminology and conventions. The text of the international standard has been approved as suitable for publication as a
British Standard without deviation. Some terminology and certain conventions are not identical with those used in British
Standards; attention is drawn especially to the following.

Where the words ‘International Standard’ appear, referring to this standard, they should be read as ‘British Standard’.

Cross-references

International standard Corresponding British Standard

1ISO 646-1973 BS 4730 : 1974 Specification for the United Kingdom 7-bit data code (1SO-7-UK)
(Technically equivalent but exercises permitted national options)

1SO 5426-1983 BS 6474 Coded character sets for bibliographic information interchange
Part 1 : 1984 Specification for extension of the Latin alphabet coded character set
(ldentical)

NOTE. The reference to ISO 646 is to the 1973 edition, which has been superseded by 1SO 646-1983 ‘Information processing —

1SO 7-bit coded character set for information interchange’. BS 4730 is in course of revision to implement the 1983 edition of 1SO 646.

The Technical Committee has reviewed the provisions of ISO 2022 and 1SO 2375 to which reference is made in 3.2, and
has decided that they are acceptable for use in conjunction with this standard.

A list of related publications is given as annex B. British Standards related to 1ISO 1113, ISO 1155, 1SO 1177 and

ISO 1745 are, respectively, BS 3880 ‘Paper tape for data processing’ Part 3 : 1971 ‘Representation of codes on paper tape’
(Related), BS 4505 ‘Digital data transmission’ Part 3 : 1981 ‘Method for use of longitudinal parity to detect errors in
information messages’ (ldentical), BS 4505 : Part 2 : 1969 ‘Character structure for start/stop and synchronous
transmission’ (Related) and BS 4505 : Part 1 : 1981 ‘Specification for basic mode control procedures’ (ldentical).

At present there are no British Standards corresponding to I1SO 962 and 1SO 6586 but as these references are supplied only
for information, the lack of corresponding British Standards does not affect the validity of this standard.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity from legal obligations.
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British Standard

Coded character sets for bibliographic

information interchange

Part 3. Specification for African coded character set

1 Scope and field of application

1.1 This International Standard contains a set of 60 African
graphic characters with their coded representations. It consists
of a code table, a legend giving for each character its name and
its use, and explanatory notes. The list of African languages in
annex A is for information only and is not part of this Interna-
tional Standard.

1.2 These characters, together with characters in the interna-
tional reference version of 1SO 646 (ISO escape sequence
ESC 2/84/0), constitute a character set for the international in-
terchange of bibliographic data in African language alphabets.

1.3 This International Standard contains special characters
which are peculiar to African languages in Latin script. Special
characters (including accents and diacritical marks) which are
used also by other languages with Latin orthography, and may
occur in African languages as well, are defined in ISO 5426.

2 References

ISO 646, Data processing — 7-bit coded character set for infor-
mation interchange.

ISO 2022, Information processing — 1SO 7-bit and 8-bit coded
character sets — Code extension techniques.

Full document details: BS 6474-3:1984

ISO 2375, Data processing — Procedure for registration of
escape sequences.

ISO 5426, Extension of the Latin alphabet coded character set

for bibliographic information interchange.

3 Implementation

3.1 The implementation of this coded character set in
physical media and for transmission, taking into account the
need for error checking, is the subject of other ISO publica-
tions. (See annex B.)

3.2 The implementation of this International Standard is in
accordance with the provisions of ISO 2022 and ISO 2375 and
is identified by the following escape sequences :

GO : ESC 2/8 4/13

G1:ESC2/9 4/13

G2 : ESC 2/10 4/13

G3: ESC 2/11 4/13

3.3 The unassigned code positions in the code table are not
to be utilized in the international exchange of bibliographic
data.
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