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Foreword

This revision of BS 6485, which has been prepared under the direction of the
Cables and Insulation Standards Policy Committee, supersedes BS 6485 : 1971
which is withdrawn. It aligns test methods with the best relevant current
practice.

This standard specifies the requirements for polyvinyl chloride (PVC) covered
conductors for overhead power lines. These conductors have been developed
primarily to give protection to telecommunication lines where crossed by power
lines and to give protection to the public from low voltage lines in cases of
accidental contact for short periods.

PVC-covered overhead line conductors have also been found useful in corrosive
atmospheres and for preventing faults due to birds and trees.

The PVC-covered conductors specified in this British Standard are suitable for
overhead service lines erected on insulators, but not for the lead-in from an
overhead service line into a building, for which a suitable PVC-insulated cable in
accordance with BS 6004 should be chosen.

No attempt has been made to standardize the size ranges of PVC- covered
conductors. Tables giving particulars of some of the more commonly used
PVC-covered conductors have been included for information in appendix B.

Attention is drawn to the fact that as the temperature decreases, PVC
compounds become increasingly stiff and brittle, with the result that if the
PVC-covered conductor is bent too sharply or struck sharply at temperatures in
the region of, or lower than 0 °C, there is a risk of shattering the PVC. To avoid
damage during handling, it is recommended that PVC-covered conductors should
be installed only when both the temperature of the covered conductor and the
ambient temperature are above 0 °C, and have been so for the previous 24 h, or
when special precautions have been taken to maintain the covered conductor
above this temperature.

Attention is also drawn to the fact that some PVC-covered conductors may be
greased during production (see note 2 of clause 3). Normal production is of
ungreased PVC- covered conductor, and the requirement for greased conductor
should be stated when ordering.

The contents of this British Standard are not covered, at the time of publication,
by any IEC or CENELEC Standard.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity from
legal obligations.
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