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Foreword

This Part of this British Standard has been prepared under
the direction of the Basic Data and Performance Criteria for
Civil Engineering and Building Structures Standards
Committee,

The history of transportable accommaodation is long and
varied and can be traced back to the earliest nomadic tribes
who carried, or used the backs of animals to move, their
habitation. Today’s transportable accommodation units,
developed as an alternative to huts and section buildings,
are now accepted for a wide variety of uses, for which their
specification and structural performance, installation and
range of sizes, makes them particularly suitable.

Relocatable and transportable accommodation units are
delivered ready for immediate use. Units without wheels
may either be craned, fork-lifted or winched into position
or off-loaded from a flat-bed truck by one man using a
telescopic jack-leg system. They may be linked end to end,
side by side or end to side, or double stacked.

Since the 1960s, transportable accommodation units have
been manufactured in large numbers under factory-
controlled conditions. The volume and diversity of their
manufacture has made it desirable to standardize the basic
unit. This Part gives recommendations for design and
construction. Part 2% gives recommendations for installation
and use, including selection of units for various types of
climate, transportation, installation of servicés and internal
fittings and fire safety. Considerations of safety have been
paramount and the recommendation for information to be
provided in the manufacturer’s certificate and to be marked
on the.unit will ensure the correct identifying, handling
and siting of units. )

-* In course of preparation.
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12. Means of escape

13. Lifting points

14. Anchor ties

15. Roof drainage

16. Avoidance of decay

17. Avoidance of corrosion
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19. Decoration

20. Special considerations for leg-mounted units ’
24, Special considerations for platform-mounted
units

Special considerations for skid-mounted units
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In drafting this standard, the Technical Committee has been
mainly concerned with giving recommendations for certain
technical performance aspects of land-based transportable
accommodation units that are not subject to control by
building regulations and with giving recommendations for
the safe use of these units. The extent to which units are
required to conform with legislation depends upon their
size and use, some ranking as permanent buildings and,
therefore, needing to comply with the building regulations.
It has been assumed in the drafting of this standard that the
execution of its recommendations and provisions is
entrusted to appropriately qualified and experienced people,
for whose guidance it has been prepared. In addition to the
building regulations applicable in a particular part of the
United Kingdom, attention is drawn to the following:

Chronically Sick and Disabled Persons Act 1976

Clean Air Acts 1966 to 1978

Education Act 1944

Factories Act 1961

Fire Precautions Act 1971

Gas Act 1972

Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974

Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions Act) 1982
Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Act 1963 '
Residential Homes Act 1980

Road Traffic Act 1972

Town and Country Planning Act 1971

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself
confer immunity from legal obligations.
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British Standard

Transportable accommodation units

Part 1. Recommendations for design and construction

1. Scope

This Part of BS 6492 gives recommendations for the design
and construction of the basic shell of single transportable
accommodation units that are not subject to control by
building regulations. They may be leg-mounted, skid-
mounted, wheel-mounted or platform-mounted.
Recommendations are also made for certain special
considerations that should be taken into account for some
of the individual types.

NOTE. The titles of the publications referred to in this standard
are listed on the inside back cover.

2. Definitions

For the purposes of this Part of BS 6492 the following
definitions apply.

2.1 transportable accommodation unit. Enclosed relocat-
able structure comprising floor, external walls and roof,
designed to be transported by road vehicle.

2.2 leg-mounted unit. Transportable accommodation unit
with supporting legs, either fixed or telescopic, extending
below its underside.

2.3 platform-mounted unit. Transportable accommodation
unit mounted on a steel frame designed for moving by
means of a fork-lift truck.

2.4 skid-mounted unit. Transportable accommodation unit
mounted on skid members of steel, timber or other suitable
materials.

2.6 wheel-mounted unit. Transportable accommodation
unit mounted on a wheeled chassis constructed to be moved
by towing. 7

2.6 formation. Surface of the ground in its undisturbed
state, or in its final shape after completion of earthworks,

prior to the construction of any structure or foundation
works,

3. Types
Units should be one of the following types:
{a) leg-mounted;
(b) platform-mounted;
(c) skid-mounted;
{d) wheel-mounted.

4. Sizes

The clear floor-to-ceiling height shou)d be a minimum of
2100 mm. Guidance on size restrictions imposed by the
need to transport the unit on the public highway is given
in Part 2 of this standard.

B. Structure

5.1 General. The structural framework and fabric should
be capable of withstanding all the dead loads and imposed
loads, including all horizontal, inclined or uplift forces,
described in'5.3 to 5.5. The unit should transmit all such
loads safely through the structure and distribute them to
the formation beneath it. The unit should be capable of
withstanding any dynamic loads that may be encountered
during lifting and transportation,

5.2 Materials, The structural use of materials should be as
recommended in CP 118 for aluminium and in CP 112 :
Part 2 for timber, and as specified in BS 449 : Part 2 for
steel.

5.3 Floor loads. Basic units should be graded either A or B,
depending on the structural capability of the floor to carry
one of the following imposed distributed loads.

(a) For grade A, a uniformly distributed load of

2.5 kN/m? or a maximum concentrated load of 2.7 kN
over any square with a 300 mm side, whichever produces
the greater stress.

(b) For grade B, a uniformly distributed load of 5 kN/m?
or a maximum concentrated load of 3.6 kN over any
square with a 300 mm side, whichever produces the
greater stress.

5.4 Roof loads. The roof of the unit should be capable of
carrying a minimum imposed uniformly distributed load of
0.75 kN/m? or 0.9 kN concentrated load over any square
with a 300 mm side, whichever produces the greater stress.

5.5 Wind loads. The unit should be capable of withstanding
a minimum lateral horizontal wind force of 0.75 kN/m?2.
There should be an additional allowance for wind uplift of
0.5 kN/m? acting over the nett exposed area of floor

and/or roof overhangs and projections.

6. External construction

6.1 Weather resistance. External cladding and roofing
should prevent the penetration of rain and snow. Windows
should be classified for watertightness in accordance with
BS 6375 : Part 1 and should attain the performance
required for test pressure class 50 Pa.

6.2 Spread of flame. Materials used for the construction of
the external cladding should have surfaces with a spread of
flame not inferior to class 3 when tested in accordance with
BS 476 : Part 7.

7. Internal finishes

7.1 Walls and ceilings. Materials used for the internal
linings of walls and ceilings should have surfaces with a
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