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BS 6492 : Part 2 : 1985

Foreword

This Part of BS 6492 has been prepared under the direction
of the Basic Data and Performance Criteria for Civil
Engineering and Building Structures Standards Committee.

The history of transportable accommodation is long and
varied and can be traced back to the earliest nomadic tribes
who carried, or used the backs of animals to move, their
habitation. Today’s transportable accommodation units,
developed as an alternative to huts and section buildings,
are now accepted for a wide variety of uses, for which their
specification and structural performance, installation and
range of sizes, makes them particularly suitable.
Relocatable and transportable accommodation units are
delivered ready for immediate use. Units without wheels
may either be craned, fork-lifted or winched into position
or off-loaded from a flat-bed truck by one man using a
telescopic jack-leg system. They may be linked end to end,
side by side or end to side, or double stacked.

Since the 1960s, transportable accommodation units have
been manufactured in large numbers under factory-
controlled conditions. The volume and diversity of their
manufacture has made it desirable to standardize the basic
unit. This Part gives recommendations for installation and
use, including use in various types of climate, for transport-
ation, for installation of services and internal fittings and
for fire safety.

The extent to which units are required to conform with
legislation depends upon their use, some ranking as
permanent buildings and therefore needing to comply with
building regulations. In drafting this Part of BS 6492,

the Technical Committee has been mainly concerned with
giving advice on the selection of units for use on sites with

out and with giving recommendations for the installation of
services, fixtures and fittings. Attention is drawn to the fact
that transportable accommodation units are often located
on congested sites and are used together in multiple
configurations either adjoining one another horizontally or
by being stacked vertically. In the interests of occupant
safety, recommendations are given for safety requirements,
durability and stability in a variety of uses, configurations
and locations.
It has been assumed in the drafting of this standard that the
execution of its recommendations and provisions is
entrusted to appropriately qualified and experienced people.
In addition to the building regulations applicable in a
particular part of the United Kingdom, attention is drawn
to the following:

Telecommunications Act 1984

Chronically Sick and Disabled Persons Act 1976

Clean Air Acts 1956 to 1978

Education Act 1944

Factories Act 1961

Fire Precautions Act 1971

Gas Act 1972

Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974

Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions Act) 1982

Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Act 1963

Petroleum (Consolidation) Act 1928

Residential Homes Act 1980

Road Traffic Act 1972

Town and Country Planning Act 1971

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself
confer immunity from legal obligations.

differing characteristics and limitations, with giving guidance
on the transportation and handling of units and their setting
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BS 6492 : Part 2 : 1985
Code of practice. Section one

Section one. General

1 Scope

This Part of BS 6492 recommends to the users of
transportable accommodation units items to be taken into
account in their transporting, siting and positioning and
gives guidance on matters related to their occupancy, with
particular reference to aspects of safety in their use. It also
gives recommendations for the installation of services,
fittings and fitments and for the maintenance of the units.

These recommendations apply to the four types of unit
listed in clause 3 of BS 6492 : Part 1 : 1984, but do not
apply where units are stacked to form structures of more
than two storeys.

NOTE. The titles of the publications referred to in this standard
are listed on the inside back cover.

2 Definitions

For the purposes of this Part of BS 6492 the definitions

given in BS 6492 : Part 1 apply together with the following.

2.1 link unit. Structure designed to interconnect two
transportable accommodation units horizontally.

2.2 linking. Process of connecting transportable
accommodation units.

2.3 double stacking. Linking vertically to form a two
storey structure.

2.4 configuration. Arrangement of transportable
accommodation units relative to other units or other
structures.

2.5 foundation. Construction to transmit forces to the
supporting ground.

2.6 final exit. Termination of an escape route from a unit
giving direct access to a street, passageway, walkway or
open space, and sited to ensure the rapid dispersal of
persons from the vicinity of a building so that they are no
longer in danger from fire and/or smoke.

3 Legislation

3.1 Compliance

Legislation with which a unit will have to comply is
determined by its siting, occupation and use. This applies
particularly to use as offices, shops and for other purposes
where the public is admitted or people are employed. Such
units could come within the scope of building regulations,
the Town and Country Planning Act 1971, the Health and
Safety at Work etc. Act 1974 and the Fire Precautions Act
1971 and regulations made under section 12 of that act,
such as the Fire Certificates (Special Premises) Regulations
1976. Conformity with this legislation could mean that
units would require special construction and surface
finishes, which could differ from those provided when
following the recommendations of BS 6492 : Part 1.
There should be early consultation with the appropriate
authorities before agreeing details of a specification with a
manufacturer or supplier.

3.2 Change of use

It is important to know the type of construction and
surface finishes of a unit that were provided for its previous
use when considering its suitability for a different purpose.
The consultation recommended in 3.1 should be held when
the use of a unit is to be changed.

4 Insurance

Responsibility should be clearly established for all liabilities
during and after transportation and positioning on site.
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Section two. Transportation

5 Transport and handling

5.1 General

Units that are in accordance with the recommendations of
BS 6492 : Part 1 are designed and constructed to be
transported over land, either by towing the units with their
own wheeled chassis or on a land transporter. Reference
should be made to the Department of Transport Code of
Practice — Safety of loads on vehicles: 1984. Wheel-
mounted units constructed for use on public highways
should comply in all respects with the Road Traffic
Regulations. All types of unit should always be lifted and
positioned strictly in accordance with the manufacturer’s
instructions. Care should be taken to avoid damage to
exposed pipework and fittings. Any two legs of a leg-
mounted unit should be able to support the weight of that
unit, except during cranage.

5.2 Safety

Planning should be undertaken to ensure safety for the
workforce and third parties prior to and during the siting
and erection of units.

5.3 Transportation

The form of transport should be appropriate to the type,
size, mass and safe handling of the unit. When a transporter
is used the unit should be securely fixed to it by means of
the anchor ties recommended in clause 14 of BS 6492 :
Part 1 : 1984. For full requirements reference should be
made to the Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use)
Regulations 1978, the Motor Vehicles (Authorization of
Special Types) General Order 1979 and the Road Vehicle
Lighting Regulations 1984, or similar legislation in Northern
Ireland. General guidelines and limitations are given in
appendix A.
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5.4 Transit information

The total width, height and mass of the unit in its loaded
position should be established and checked against the
relevant regulations and orders made under the Road
Traffic Act. High, wide, long, heavy or dangerous loads

may need special precautions, routes and escorts (see A.4.3).

5.5 Access to site

The destination, telephone number and details of the
entrance to the site should be established prior to delivery.
The route to the site may need to be surveyed, taking into
account the nature of the load and its method of transport.
Obstructions, particularly cables at the side of the route and
overhead, shouid be noted in relation to the manoeuvrability
of the vehicle. The mass of the vehicle and its load should be
considered in relation to ground and underground hazards
or weaknesses and appropriate protective measures taken.

5.6 Delivery, installation and removal

5.6.1 Delivery and installation. The method of delivery and
installation of units may influence the space needed for
manoeuvring. If a crane is required for unloading, account
should be taken of the position and of its elevated jib in
relation to hazards, such as trees and overhead cables.
Similarly, the reach and lifting capacity of the crane should
be related to its positioning. Tracking or temporary
protection may be required for movement over difficult
ground or an area vulnerable to damage. Where temporary
supports are provided, they should be correctly designed,
and regularly inspected and maintained.

5.6.2 Seqguence. Where a number of units are to be placed
side by side or stacked, a delivery and erection sequence
should be established.

5.6.3 Removal. When dismantling multiple units, the
correct sequence and procedure recommended by the
manufacturer should be strictly observed. (See also 12.7.)
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