
BRITISH STANDARD BS 6515:1984
Incorporating 
Amendment No. 1

Specification for

Polyethylene
damp-proof courses for 
masonry

UDC 699.822:678.742.2

Full document details: BS 6515:1984

http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-6515-1984
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-6515-1984


BS 6515:1984

This British Standard, having 
been prepared under the 
direction of the Elements and 
Components (of Diverse 
Materials) for Buildings 
Standards Committee, was 
published under the authority 
of the Board of BSI and comes 
into effect on
28 September 1984

© BSI 07-1999

The following BSI references 
relate to the work on this 
standard:
Committee reference ECB/44
Draft for comment 81/10439 DC

ISBN 0 580 13966 2

Committees responsible for this 
British Standard

The preparation of this British Standard was entrusted by the Elements and 
Components (of Diverse Materials) for Buildings Standards Committee
(ECB/-) to Technical Committee ECB/44 upon which the following bodies were 
represented:

Associated Lead Manufacturers Limited
Association of British Roofing Felt Manufacturers
Association of Jute Spinners and Manufacturers
Autoclaved Aerated Concrete Products Association
Brick Development Association
British Board of Agrément
British Ceramic Research Association
British Engineering Brick Association
British Lead Manufacturers’ Association
British Plastics Federation
Copper Development Association
Department of the Environment (Building Research Establishment)
Department of the Environment (Property Services Agency)
Greater London Council
Institute of Building Control Officers
Institute of Clerks of Works of Great Britain Incorporated
Mastic Asphalt Council and Employers’ Federation
North Wales Slate Quarries Association
Royal Institute of British Architects
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors
Society of Chemical Industry

The following were also represented in the drafting of the standard, through 
subcommittees and panels:

Coopted members

Amendments issued since publication

Amd. No. Date of issue Comments

5444 October 1986 Indicated by a sideline in the margin

Full document details: BS 6515:1984

http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-6515-1984
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-6515-1984


BS 6515:1984

© BSI 07-1999 i

Contents

Page
Committees responsible Inside front cover
Foreword ii
1 Scope 1
2 Definitions 1
3 Composition 1
4 Thickness 1
5 Finish and impermeability 1
6 Marking and packaging 1
Appendix A Method of determining mass of material
other than polyethylene 2
Appendix B Method of measuring thickness 2
Appendix C Method for assessing impermeability 4
Appendix D Recommended uses for polyethylene
damp-proof courses 5
Figure 1 — Specimens for determination of thickness 3
Figure 2 — Viewing box for impermeability test 4
Table 1 — Recommended uses for polyethylene
damp-proof courses 5
Publications referred to 6

Full document details: BS 6515:1984

http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-6515-1984
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-6515-1984


BS 6515:1984

ii © BSI 07-1999

Foreword

This British Standard has been prepared under the direction of the Elements and 
Components (of Diverse Materials) for Buildings Standards Committee. This 
standard supersedes the requirements of clause 6 of BS 743:1970. The major 
change from the requirements specified in BS 743 is the inclusion of methods for 
determining thickness and impermeability.
The intention is to cover the different damp-proof course (d.p.c.) materials in 
BS 743 by publishing new British Standards or amending existing British 
Standards, after which BS 743 will be withdrawn.
Research is in progress to develop test methods as a basis for a future 
performance-based specification for damp-proof courses (see DD 86).
For guidance on the use of polyethylene damp-proof courses, see Appendix D. 
Further information is given in BS 5628-1 and 5628-3.
Certification. Attention is drawn to the certification facilities described on the 
inside back cover of this standard.
A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i and ii, 
pages 1 to 6, an inside back cover and a back cover.
This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had 
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on the 
inside front cover.
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