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Foreword

This British Standard has been prepared under the direction of the Furniture and 
Household Equipment Standards Committee and is a revision of BS 2788 
“Fireguards for solid fuel fires”, originally published in 1956 and of BS 3140 
“Nursery type fireguards”, originally published in 1967.
This new standard consolidates and supersedes BS 2788 and BS 3140 which are 
therefore withdrawn.
Many different sizes and shapes of solid fuel appliances, hearths and surrounds 
are in use at the present time and a fireguard designed for use with a particular 
appliance should be both effective in giving protection and convenient in use. 
There is also the need for a general purpose fireguard which can conveniently be 
used with a variety of existing and new appliances. Requirements specified in this 
standard are intended to be comprehensive in these respects and, although not 
strictly within the scope of this standard, the fireguards specified could also be 
considered suitable for use with certain types of appliance that use other than 
solid fuel, particularly those with glowing elements and/or random flames.
A fireguard constructed and fitted in accordance with the provisions of this 
standard should protect people from falling into a fire, prevent burns and reduce 
the risk of injury, particularly to young children and the infirm. In addition it will 
reduce the risk of fire resulting from clothing and/or other flammable materials 
coming into contact with, or in proximity to, burning fuel and/or hot surfaces.
It is expected that the fireguard will be used at all times when the fire is alight.

Attention is drawn to the Children and Young Persons Act 1933 (23 Geo. 5) 
(Ch 12) Section 11 and the Children and Young Persons (Amendment) 
Act 1952 (15 + 16 Geo. 6 + 1 Eliz. 2 Ch 50) Section 8. The provisions of these Acts 
cover the exposure of children under twelve to the risk of burning by an 
unguarded fire-grate or heating appliance.
NOTE For Scotland, the Children and Young Persons (Scotland) Act 1937 declares the age to be 
under seven.

Certification. Attention is drawn to the certification facilities described on the 
inside back cover of this standard.
A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i and ii, 
pages 1 to 6, an inside back cover and a back cover.
This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had 
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on the 
inside front cover.
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