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National foreword

This British Standard has been prepared under the direction
of the Cinematography and Photography Standards
Committee and is identical with 1SO 7830-1983
‘Photography — Safety photographic films other than
motion picture films — Material specifications’ published
by the International Organization for Standardization
(1SO).

IMPORTANT NOTE. The term ‘safety film’ is in common
use; it does not imply that the film is safe under all
conditions. The tests described are not intended as a means
of assessing the full potential fire hazard of the material in
all situations.

Terminology and conventions. The text of the
international standard has been approved as suitable for
publication as a British Standard without deviation.

Some terminology and certain conventions are not identical
with those used in British Standards; attention is drawn
especially to the following.
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The comma has been used as a decimal marker. In British
Standards it is current practice to use a full point on the
baseline as the decimal marker.

Wherever the words ‘International Standard’ appear,
referring to this standard, they should be read as ‘British
Standard’.
Cross-reference
International standard
ISO 543-1974

Corresponding British Standard

BS 5550 Cinematography
Subsection 5.1.1 : 1978 Definition,
testing and marking of motion-
picture safety films

(ldentical)

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself
confer immunity from legal obligations.
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BS 6619 : 1985

British Standard Specification for

Flammability performance of safety film for still photography

0 Introduction

The term “‘safety photographic film'’ as used in this Inter-
national Standard includes leaders and sensitized stock based
on the silver halide, dye transfer, diazo, vesicular or other
image-producing systems. It also applies to both raw and pro-
cessed film on either cellulose ester, polycarbonate,
polystyrene or polyester base and to film having magnetic
coatings, stripes and lacquers.

1 Scope and field of application

This International Standard specifies the requirements and cor-
responding methods of test for safety photographic film, in roll
and sheet form, with respect to fire hazards. A field test for bur-
ning behaviour is described in annex A and methods of mark-
ing film are defined in annex B. This International Standard
does not apply to motion-picture films which fall within the
scope of ISO 543.

2 Reference
ISO 543, Cinematography — Motion-picture safety film —
Definition, testing and marking.1)

3 Definition

For the purpose of this International Standard, the following
definition applies.

safety photographic film : Photographic films which pass

the ignition time test and burning time test as specified in this
International Standard.

1) At present at the stage of draft. (Revision of ISO 543-1974)
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4 Property requirements

4.1 Ignition time

Photographic films are classified as having passed the ignition
time test when the ignition time is greater than 10 min when
tested as specified in clause 5.

4.2 Burning time

Photographic films having a thickness equal to or greater than
0,08 mm are classified as having passed the burning time test
when the burning time is not less than 45 s when tested as
specified in clause 6. Photographic films having a thickness
less than 0,08 mm are classified as having passed the burning
time test when the burning time is not less than 30 s.

5 Ignition time

5.1 Equipment

Make the test in an electric resistance oven, the interior of
which is a cavity of appropriate size to hold the film sample and
an instrument for measuring temperature, such as a ther-
mocouple or thermometer, in the centre of the cavity. The top
of the oven shall be closed by means of a closely overlapping lid
having two holes of diameter approximately 7 mm and 15 mm
respectively, the centres being at a distance of about 15 mm
from each other. Introduce a thermocouple through the smaller
opening, the connecting wires having an insulating coating fit-
ted tightly into the hole. Alternatively, the temperature in the
cavity may be measured by means of other temperature
measuring instruments such as a mercury thermometer fitted
into the smaller hole.
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