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Foreword

This British Standard has been prepared under the direction
of the Packaging and Freight Containers Standards
Committee at the request of the British Materials Handling
Board, following the completion of an investigaticn,
financed by the Department of Trade and Industry, into the
needs of industry in relation to the identification and
distribution of transit packages.

The purpose of marking adequate transit information on
packages is to identify them and to help move them to their
final destination without delays or confusion. Inadequate
or incorrect transit information can result in unnecessary
costs, mistakes and delays. With the increasing volume of
international trade, the advent of multi-modal and combined
transport and the growing use of automatic data processing
facilities, it is important that simple and consistent standards
should be established for the marking of transit information.

Although not within the scope of this standard, it is
recognized that a standard method of marking transit
information is of value in connection with standardized
documentation procedures. The requirements specified are
considered compatible with such procedures.

Where relevant, this standard follows the international
Recommendation issued by the United Nations Economic
Commission for Europe on ‘Simpler Shipping Marks'* and
has been prepared mainly by carriers, whose experience
shows that improvements in the marking of goods in
transit will reduce delays and losses.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself
confer immunity from legal obligations.

*UNICE Recommendation No. 15, September 1979, obtainable from United Nations Economic Commission for Europe, Palai i
CH-1211, Geneva 10, Switzerland. Dtjt(l(]n‘ler‘t--c‘-‘
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Specification

1 Scope

This British Standard specifies requirements for the marking
of transit information, by the consignor, on transit packages
for distribution. It is applicable to general cargo such as
individual packages of goods in transit, e.g. cases, crates,
drums and sacks, and to consolidated groups of packages
intended for an individual consignee.

This standard is not applicable to bulk cargo or transit
processes requiring identification of transit packages by
contents only (e.g. in the food trade). Pictorial and textual
marking of handling information is not included (see

BS 2770), nor are the requirements for the marking and
labelling of dangerous goods.

Guidance on the use of the marking in relation to different
modes of transit is given in appendices A to E.

NOTE. The titles of the publications referred to in this standard are
listed on the inside back cover.

2 Definitions

For the purposes of this British Standard the following
definitions apply.

2.1 transit information. The set of data necessary for
moving the transit package from one location to another.

2.2 transit package. The product of a complete series of
packaging operations or a unit consisting of a number of
such products, required to be uniquely identifiable as a
single item of goods traffic and handled individually at least
at the points of dispatch and reception.

2.3 transit marking. The sum of transit information
elements shown on the outer surface of the package in a
form readable by humans or machines.

*Indications such as ‘P/No’ are not necessary.

tSuch information might include the customs clearance label, gross weight of package or details requested by the consignee or

facilitate sorting and redistribution.
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3 Transit information

The transit information to be used in the transit marking
shall consist of the following elements as appropriate (see
appendices A to E):
A initials or abbreviated name of the consignee or
buyer;
B identification or reference number of the consign-
ment;
C destination address (including transhipment informa-
tion where notified and requested by the carrier);

D simplified sorting and delivery information;

m

serial number of the package™;
F total number of packages in the consignment.

4 Format of marking

The transit marking shall be placed on the transit package
in accordance with the format shown in figure 1.

5 Additional information

Information marks not essential to the transit function shall
be completely separate from all transit markings.

NOTE. If additional transit information? to that specified in

clause 3 is necessary in multi-carrier operation, such information
should be kept to a minimum and set apart from the information
specified in clause 3.
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