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Foreword

This new edition of BS 6746 has been prepared under the direction of the Cables 
and Insulation Standards Policy Committee and it supersedes BS 6746:1984, 
which is withdrawn.
This edition introduces technical changes but it does not reflect a full review or 
revision of the standard, which will be undertaken in due course.
This standard should be read in conjunction with BS 6469 which describes the 
test methods common to various electric cable materials and is referred to in 
British Standards for those materials.
The second edition of this standard was prepared to take account of CENELEC1) 
Harmonization Document HD 21. The third edition agreed with HD 21.S2 dated 
October 1982.
This edition incorporates amendments 1 and 2 (published September 1986 and 
February 1990) to BS 6746:1984 and introduces compound TI 4 which appears in 
amendment No. 4 (dated January 1989) to HD 21.1 S2. Differences in the text 
between this edition and BS 6746:1984 are indicated by a line in the margin.
Amendment No. 1 incorporates PVC type TI 3 compound to align with 
Amendment No. 2 to HD 21.1 S2.
The requirements for the various types of compound have been drafted such that 
compliance with them can be checked by testing samples taken from finished 
cables.
Attention is drawn to the certification services of the British Approvals Service 
for Electric Cables (BASEC)2). These services include licensing manufacturers to 
use BASEC certification trade marks as independent assurance that cables or 
cords have been designed and manufactured to appropriate British Standards. 
BASEC is a subscriber to an agreement in CENELEC whereby cables or cords 
coming within Harmonized Code Designations and manufactured under a 
BASEC licence can carry marks acceptable to other signatory countries 
(CENELEC “Common marking”).
A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages 
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i and ii, 
pages 1 to 6, an inside back cover and a back cover.
This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had 
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on 
the inside front cover.

1) European Committee for Electrotechnical Standardization.
2) British Approvals Service for Electric Cables, Silbury Court, 360 Silbury Boulevard, Milton 
Keynes, Buckinghamshire MK9 2AF.
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