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Foreword

This British Standard has been prepared under the direction of the Furniture and 
Household Equipment Standards Committee and is a combined revision of 
BS 4860, BS 5103 and BS 5180.

The need for revision of BS 4860 has been created by the publication of EEC 
Directive 84/500/EEC which the UK is required to implement and the 
opportunity has been taken to incorporate the closely related requirements of 
BS 5103 and BS 5180 into the revision to avoid proliferation of requirements and 
test methods in the field of metal release from ceramics, glass, glass ceramics and 
vitreous enamels in contact with food.

This standard will form the basis of regulations to be made under the Consumer 
Safety Act 1978, replacing the Glazed Ceramic Ware (Safety) Regulations 
SI 1975 No. 1241. It will become effective only when these Regulations are 
revoked and replaced by the new Regulations; withdrawal of BS 4860:1972 will 
be announced at the appropriate time. The remade regulations will be based upon 
this standard and will be consistent with it.

This standard specifies limits for metal release from vitreous enamel ware which 
differ from those required by the Vitrous Enamel-ware (Safety) Regulations 
SI 1976 No. 454 in which BS 5180:1974 is called up. In the interests of uniformity 
it is recommended that the limits specified in this standard be adopted for those 
vitreous enamel products equivalent in form and usage to the categories 
identified in the standard, although the Regulations will not be correspondingly 
amended and BS 5180:1974 will not therefore be withdrawn on publication of this 
standard. However, no regulations exist, or are currently envisaged, for glass and 
glass ceramic articles and the adoption of the limits specified in this standard 
should be considered as a contribution to the reduction of exposure to lead and 
cadmium in the environment. Accordingly BS 5103 is withdrawn.

The limits for lead and cadmium release specified in this standard are not 
intended to be regarded as the maximum amounts of these metals to which 
exposure can be considered safe, they are the lowest levels achievable by the 
industries concerned with the object of reducing overall exposure to these metals.

A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations. In particular, reliance on this standard may not 
in all cases meet the requirements of the Vitrous Enamel-ware 
Regulations.

Summary of pages

This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i and ii, 
pages 1 to 4, an inside back cover and a back cover.

This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had 
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on 
the inside front cover.
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