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British Standard Method for

Measuring and designating the size of rings used in jewellery

[ISO title: Jewellery — Ring sizes — Definition, measurement and designation]

Méthode de mesurage et de désignation de la taille des bagues utilisé en joaillerie

Schmuck; Messung und Bezeichnung von Ringgrépen

National foreword

This British Standard has been prepared under the
direction of the Textiles and Clothing Standards
Committee. It is identical with ISO 8653 -1986
‘Jewellery — Ring sizes— Definition, measurement and
designation’ published by the International Organization
for Standardization (ISO). ISO 8653-1986 has been
prepared, with the active participation of the United
Kingdom, by ISO/TC174.

Terminology and conventions. The text of the
international standard has been approved as suitable for
publication as a British Standard without deviation. Some
terminology and certain conventions are not identical with
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those used in British Standards; attention is drawn
especially to the following:

The comma has been used as a decimal marker. In British
Standards it is current practice to use a full point on the
baseline as the decimal marker.

Where the words ‘International Standard’ appear,
referring to this standard, they should be read as ‘British
Standard’ except in clause 4 where reference to
‘International Standard’ and ‘ISO 6820’ is appropriate and
intended.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself
confer immunity from legal obligations
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BS 6820: 1986

1 Scope and field of application

This International Standard specifies the method for measuring
the size of rings for the purposes of designating ring-sizes to be
used in jewellery.

2 Definition

ring-size: The inner circumference of the ring expressed in
millimetres.

3 Measurement

The inner circumference of the ring should be measured using a
tapered ring-gauge (ring-stick) with the following character-
istics:

a) length of the measurement scale: 160 £ 0,5 mm

b) minimum ring-size: 41

c) maximum ring-size: 76

d) material: metal, or material with equivalent wear
resistance.

4 Designation
The size of the ring shall be designated by the number of this
International Standard followed by the inner circumference of

the ring expressed in millimetres rounded to the nearest
millimetre.

Example :

Designation for a ring with a ring-size of 43 mm measured in
accordance with this International Standard:

Ring-size 1SO 8663 - 43
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