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Foreword

This British Standard has been prepared under the direction
of the Elements and Components (of diverse materials) for
Buildings Standards Committee.

This standard incorporates BS 810 and BS 1863 into one
document because both standards referred to linoleum
compositions. This standard supersedes BS 810 and

BS 1863, which are withdrawn.

A more stringent test for indentation resistance of linoleum
has been introduced.

It should be noted that the name linoleum is frequently
incorrectly applied to a range of floorings, often to those
based on PVC. Such materials are not included in this
British Standard but are covered by BS 3261.

Recommendations for the installation of linoleum and cork
carpet are given in BS 8203.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself
confer immunity from legal obligations.
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Specification

1 Scope

This British Standard specifies materials, colour and surface
characteristics, dimensions and performance for linoleum
composition based floorings in the form of rolls of sheet
and boxes of tiles. These include linoleum on woven and
non-woven substrates and cork carpet.

NOTE 1. Materials covered by this standard may have a thinly
applied surface coating intended to protect from initial soiling.
Linoleum products with a modified wear surface such as a
polyurethane coating are outside the scope of this standard.

NOTE 2. The titles of the publications referred to in this standard
are listed on the inside back cover.

2 Classification

Linoleum composition based floorings shall be classified
as follows.

Type A: a linoleum composition on a woven backing
which may be of natural or synthetic fibres.

Type B: a linoleum composition on a non-woven fibre
backing.

Type C: cork carpet: a linoleum composition containing
an increased quantity of granulated cork sufficient to
give the specified thermal resistance (see table 2) on a
woven backing.

3 Materials

3.1 Linoleum composition

The linoleum composition shall consist cf a thoroughly
blended mixture of:

(a) oxidized and polymerized linseed oil, or other suit-
able vegetable oils, with driers complying with BS 332;

(b) resins;
{c) wood flour and/or cork;
(d) pigments;

(e) inorganic fillers.

3.2 Woven backing
Woven backing shall be a canvas of jute or other fibres.

The canvas shall be of plain weave with not less than
4.0 ends per centimetre and not less than 3.5 picks per
centimetre.

3.3 Non-woven backing

Non-woven backing shall be a felt of natural or synthetic
fibres held together by needling, spin-bonding, impregnation
or partial impregnation with a resin or similar material.

4 Colour and surface characteristics

The wear surface of the flooring shall be uniform in
appearance and shall be free from indentations and
protrusions.
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For plain linoleum, the composition shall be of uniform
colour extending evenly throughout the thickness from

surface to backing.

For marbled linoleum and other decorative types either:

(a) the several colours used in the decorations shall
extend from the surface to the base in random fashion;
or

(b) the backing shall be calendered with a bonding coat
of plain linoleum composition to give a combined thick-
ness not exceeding 1.1 mm;

the colour shall then extend through the thickness to the

plain linoleum bonding coat.

NOTE 1. Normally the construction in (b) is used.

NOTE 2. In normal manufacture colour and decorative effect may
vary slightly between different batches. The characteristic of
linoleum to undergo a slight bieaching of colour on initial exposure
to light, should be considered when comparing samples for colour.

5 Nominal dimensions

The dimensions of sheet and tiles shall be as given in table 1.

Table 1. Dimensions of sheet and tiles

Type Width of Size of Thickness of
sheet tile tile/sheet
m mm? mm
Types A 1.83, 300 2.0,25,
and B 2.00 32,45
Type C 1.22, 1.83, 300 3.2,45,6.0
2.00

NOTE. Due to the method of manufacture the length of a
roll will not normally exceed 33 m.

6 Dimensions and performance

The flooring shall comply with the requirements given in
table 2.

7 Sampling

7.1 Rolls of sheet

A sample of 0.5 m in length and the fuil width of the roll
shall be cut from the roil to be tested.

7.2 Boxes of tiles

The tiles required to carry out the procedures detailed in
appendices A to K shall be taken at random from the boxes
to be tested.
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