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Foreword

This British Standard has been prepared under the direction
of the Gas Standards Committee to meet the need for a
standard specifying the instaliation requirements for gas-
fired overhead radiant heaters used for industrial and
commercial space heating and burning 2nd and 3rd family
gases.

NOTE. This standard has been prepared in the format of a practice
specification as defined in PD 6501 : Part 1. This allows the
requirements of the specification to be supported by recommend-
ations, To comply with this specification, the user has to comply
with all its requirements. He may depart from recommendations,
but this would be his own responsibility and he would be expected
to have good reasons for doing so.

Compliance with this British Standard does not of itself
confer immunity from legal obligations. In particular,
attention is drawn to: ‘
(a) Statutory Instrument 1358: 1984: The Gas Safety
(Installation and Use) Regulations 1984
(b) Statutory Instrument 1065: 1985 (as amended).
Building Regulations 1985
(c) Statutory Instrument 1596: 1981 (as amended).
The Building Standards {Scotland} Regulations 1981
(d) The IEE Regulations for Electrical installations
(the Wiring Regulations) 1981, fifteenth edition
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BS 6896 : 1987
Specification. Section one

Section one. General

1 Scope

This British Standard specifies requirements for the
installation, inspection and commissioning of gas-fired
overhead radiant heaters for the environmental heating of
premises other than domestic dwellings. It applies to
installations supplied with 2nd and 3rd family gases
including mixtures of liquefied petroleum gas (LPG)
and air.
This standard does not apply to:

(a) heaters supplied with a heated fluid from a separate

source;

(b} heaters supplied for process applications;

(c) portable or transportable heaters.
Appendix A, included for information only, highlights
points on which design/installation collaboration is
essential,

NOTE. The titles of the publications referred to in this standard
are listed on the inside back cover,

Full document details: BS 6896:1987

2 Definitions

For the purposes of this British Standard the definitions
givenin BS 1179 : 1967 and in BS 1179 : Part 6 : 1980
apply, together with the following.

2.1 hazardous area. A space in which explosive gas-air
mixtures are or may be expected to be present in quantities
such as to require special precautions for the construction,
installation and use of electrical apparatus and fuel-fired
appliances.

NOTE. See BS 5345.

2.2 overhead radiant heater. A gas-fired appliance
intended for installation above head level and designed to
heat, mainly by radiation, the space in which it is installed.

2.3 overhead radiant tube heater. An overhead radiant
heater in which a tube or series of connected tubes are
heated by the internal passage of combustion products.

2.4 overhead luminous radiant heater. An overhead
radiant heater in which the heat is produced by means of
burning the fuel gas on the outer surface of a material such
as a ceramic plaque or metal gauze.
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