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Cooperating organizations

The Asbestos and Asbestos-Cement Building Products Standards Committee 
under whose supervision this British Standard was prepared, consists of 
representatives from the following Government department and scientific and 
industrial organizations:

Asbestos Cement Manufacturers’ Association*
Concrete Society
Department of the Environment*
Incorporated Association of Architects and Surveyors
Institution of Civil Engineers
Institution of Municipal Engineers
Institution of Structural Engineers
Modular Society*
National Federation of Builders’ and Plumbers’ Merchants
National Federation of Building Trades Employers
National Federation of Roofing Contractors*
Royal Institute of British Architects
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors
Royal Society of Health

The Government department and industrial organizations marked with an 
asterisk in the above list, together with the following, were directly 
represented on the committee entrusted with the preparation of this 
British Standard:

Cement and Concrete Association
Department of the Environment (Building Research Establishment)
Greater London Council
Health and Safety Executive
Institute of Building

Amendments issued since publication

Amd. No. Date of issue Comments

5487 July 1989 Indicated by a sideline in the margin
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General foreword

BS 690-1 “Asbestos-cement slates, corrugated sheets and semi-compressed flat 
sheets” and a complementary standard BS 4036 “Asbestos-cement fully 
compressed flat sheets” are both in imperial units and will only remain in 
existence for a limited period.
The present revision, under the general title “Asbestos-cement slates and sheets”, 
incorporates these two standards in Parts with additional Parts as follows:

— Part 2: Flat sheets semi- and fully compressed;
— Part 3: Corrugated sheets;
— Part 4: Slates;
— Part 5: Lining sheets and panels;
— Part 6: Fittings for use with corrugated sheets.

Foreword

This Part of this British Standard has been prepared from a draft submitted by 
the Asbestos Cement Manufacturers’ Association to give general requirements 
for fittings for use with corrugated sheets. For recommendations regarding the 
use of asbestos-cement corrugated sheets and fittings, users and designers are 
recommended to consult BS 5247-14.
Certain operations entailed in the manufacturing process, notably the handling 
of raw asbestos and the mechanical sawing of finished fittings, will attract the 
provision of the Asbestos Regulations 1969. Adequate methods exist to control 
levels of dust during such operations and these are detailed in the Control and 
Safety Guides issued by the Asbestosis Research Council.
The manufacture of all asbestos based products is covered by the requirements of 
the Control of Asbestos at Work Regulations 1987, introduced on 1 March 1988. 
These set out comprehensive provisions covering work activities involving 
exposure to asbestos. Advice on how to comply with these regulations can be 
obtained from the manufacturers of the material, from the Asbestos Information 
Centre, St. Andrew’s House, 22-28 High Street, Epsom, Surrey KT19 8AH, from 
the local area office of the Health and Safety Executive or from the 
Environmental Health Department of the Local Authority.
WARNING
Breathing asbestos dust is dangerous to health and precautions have to be taken 
during the manufacture and use of these products.
Particular note has to be taken of the Asbestos Products (Safety) 
Regulations 1985, made under the Consumer Safety Act 1978 and of the Asbestos 
(Prohibitions) Regulations 19851) made under the Health and Safety at Work etc. 
Act 1974, which prohibit the supply of products containing amosite or crocidolite 
and set out requirements for the labelling of all products containing asbestos.
All the above legislation implements EEC Directives.
Certification. It is strongly recommended that in view of the nature of this 
specification manufacturers and purchasers should make use of the certification 
facilities described on the inside back cover of this standard.

1) Parallel regulations for Northern Ireland came into force on 6 March 1986.
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A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i to iv, 
pages 1 to 14, an inside back cover and a back cover.
This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had 
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on the 
inside front cover.
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1 Scope
This Part of this British Standard specifies 
requirements for fittings for use with symmetrical 
and asymmetrical corrugated sheets and lining 
sheets and panels2).

2 References
The titles of the publications referred to in this 
standard are listed on page 14.

3 Requirements
3.1 Composition. The fittings shall be made from a 
close and homogeneous mixture consisting 
essentially of a suitable inorganic hydraulic 
binder3), asbestos fibre (except fibres of crocidolite 
and amosite, which are not permitted) and water, 
and shall exclude any materials liable to cause 
ultimate deterioration in the quality of the 
components.
3.2 Classification. Fittings shall be classified both 
by description (see Table 1 to Table 6) and by the 
profile class number indicating the type of sheet it 
will complement (see BS 690-3).
3.3 General appearance and finish. The surface 
of the fittings intended to be exposed to the weather 
shall be generally of smooth finish and the finish 
should permit any minor variation of the surface 
appearance due to the method of manufacture, 
which does not impair the strength or performance 
of the fittings. The fittings shall be clean with 
straight and regular edges.

3.4 Characteristics

3.4.1 Geometrical characteristics

3.4.1.1 Length. The length, or cover, of standard 
fittings shall be in accordance with Table 1 to
Table 6.
3.4.1.2 Thickness. The thickness of fittings, when 
measured as described in clause 5 of BS 4624:1981 
shall be 6 mm or 9 mm.
3.4.1.3 Tolerance on dimensions

3.4.2 Range. The range of standard fittings shall be 
in accordance with Table 1 to Table 6, available 
where indicated by w, or pitch, under each profile 
class.

3.4.3 Physical characteristics

3.4.3.1 Impermeability. When tested as described 
in 1.6 of BS 4624:1970 traces of moisture may 
appear on the lower surfaces of the fittings but in no 
instance shall there be any formation of drops of 
water.
3.4.3.2 Frost resistance. When tested as described 
in 1.7 of BS 4624:1970 the fittings shall not show 
signs of cracking or surface alteration after 
subjection to 25 cycles of alternate freezing and 
defreezing.
3.5 Marking. Fittings are not normally marked but 
at the specific request of the purchaser, they may be 
marked so as to show the date of manufacture and 
the number of this British Standard.
3.6 Manufacturer’s certificate. If requested to do 
so by the purchaser, the manufacturer should 
provide a certificate of compliance with this 
standard.

4 Sampling and testing
4.1 Requirements for compliance. All fittings in 
a consignment purporting to comply with the 
requirements of this standard shall meet the 
requirements of 3.1, 3.3 and 3.4.

4.2 Number of tests

4.2.1 If the purchaser requires the manufacturer to 
test the fittings in a particular consignment for 
compliance with the requirements of 3.4.3, this 
shall be stated in the enquiry or order and, in 
addition, whether the tests are to be made in the 
presence of the purchaser or his representative. 
Sampling for these tests shall be carried out in 
accordance with the procedure described 
in Appendix A and the number of specimens tested 
shall be as laid down in Table 7.
4.2.2 Smaller inspection lots can be tested by 
agreement between the purchaser and the 
manufacturer.
Independent tests may be carried out by 
arrangement with the manufacturer and attention 
is drawn to the note on certification in the foreword.

2) Sheets produced in accordance with BS 690-3 and lining sheets and panels to BS 690-5.
3) A suitable binder is Portland cement complying with the requirements of BS 12.

a) On the length Upper deviation + 5 mm
Lower deviation – 10 mm

when measured as described in clause 4 of 
BS 4624:1981.
b) On the cover width Upper deviation + 5 mm

Lower deviation – 5 mm
when measured as in 6.1 of BS 4624:1981.
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